Anglican and Free Church Community
Chelmer Village and Chancellor Park
We are a united congregation which is Christ centred, with an
evangelical approach to Christian belief and practice and open to the
work of the Holy Spirit. We seek to offer worship which is vibrant but relaxed, relevant and accessible to all. Members come
from many different Christian backgrounds and our services incorporate patterns of worship from both the Church of
England and United Reformed Church. Our church building is fully accessible, has a loop system and is shared with The
Roman Catholic Parish of Springfield.
We are the Anglican Parish Church for East Springfield so we can conduct Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals
for all residents.
Sunday Worship
10am Morning Service (which may include communion).
Refreshments, children’s group and crèche facilities available.
The Coffee Shack
Community coffee shop - Tuesday 9.30 to 12noon
The Craft Shack
sharing and learning card making skills.
Friday 1.00 to 3.00pm
Other Groups (term time only)
Adven†urers – for children aged 3 to 11 years,
meets during the 10am Sunday service
Tiny Treasures – for preschoolers and parents/carers. Thursdays and Fridays 10.00 -12noon
Livewires – for children aged 5-11 years.
Fridays 3.30 - 5.00 pm
ECHO - Youth Group for 11–16 years.
Fridays 7.30 – 9.00pm
Home Groups meet at various times for Bible Study,
Prayer and Fellowship
Prayer Groups and Prayer Triplets meet at various times and we also operate an email Prayer Chain for urgent requests.

Minister`s Report for 2018 AGM
BIBLE VERSE FOR 2017
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the
cross, scorning its shame and sat down at the right hand side of God. Hebrews 12: 2
As you read through this report you will see there’s much to give thanks to God for as He has faithfully been with
us though all the ups and downs of Church Life and blessed us in many different ways.
During 2017 we faced some big decisions as a church, especially about whether to proceed with Phase 1 of the
Building Project (The Annex) and the appointment of a Church Related Community Worker (CRCW). Building
work started in July following much prayer and sacrificial giving which enabled us to have the funds required,
and Maria Jung Youn Lee was appointed as our CRCW in December to start here in June 2018 when she has
completed her training at Northern College. Her appointment will help us to continue to deepen and develop
links with the local community here in Chelmer Village and across the City of Chelmsford too. Her appointment is
half time with us and half time with North Avenue URC. The Annex will not only be a great benefit to us in our
day to day ministry but it will be a place for Maria to use as she develops the outreach programmes that God
opens up as she makes connections here.
We still keep a focus upon Discipleship and seek to bring a deeper experience of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
in our worship, teaching and serving ministry week by week.
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Much happens in Church of Our Saviour
through the week too which offers opportunities for fellowship and pastoral support in a safe Christian
environment for all ages – from 0 to 90+! We are very grateful to all those who lead and support these groups.
You can read more about them in the following pages of this report.
As we look forward there will be new challenges and opportunities as we faithfully follow Christ and seek to
discover how to be the Church He calls us to be in this part of the 21st Century in this part of Essex! Society and
Culture is changing rapidly, and peoples lifestyles and expectations are changing, so as a church we will need to
be listening to God for direction and guidance – what worked 30, 20, 10, 5 years ago or even last year won’t
necessarily be the appropriate way to develop our ministry now. God is always at work in the world and in
people’s lives so our job is to find out what He’s doing here in this community, in this church, in our families and
workplaces and embrace it with faith and hope, to choose to follow in the way He`s leading as we commit our
lives and our Church to Him. May we all be filled with faith and the Holy Spirit as we follow in the way of Christ
our Saviour.

Ann and Mandy

BIBLE VERSE FOR 2018
Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his
voice and hold fast to him. For The Lord is your life. Deuteronomy 30:19-20

Introduction
Church of our Saviour
is
an
ecumenical
church situated in
Ashton Place, Chelmer
Village. The church
was planted in 1980
with the appointment
of The Revd Keith
Holloway
by
the
Bishop of Chelmsford.
He and his family
moved into Murrell
Lock and began the
pioneering work of
building a church in
Chelmer Village. After
an extensive visiting
programme worship
services were started
in the vicarage, and

Boundary of the
Parish of East
Springfield –
Church of Our
Saviour.
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then the church moved into a portakabin before finally moving, in July 1985, into new purpose built premises
which were designed for community use as well.
Ministry leadership and pastoral care is shared between the Church of England and the United Reformed
Church, both of which appoint a minister to serve within the LEP. (CofE full time; URC in vacancy). In addition we
have a Self-Supporting CofE Minister who serves part time.
The Roman Catholic Parish of Springfield, part of which covers Chelmer Village and Chancellor Park, shares in the
mission and ministry in the area and holds a Mass in the church on Saturdays at 5pm. There is shared ownership
of the building, but it is administered according to CofE regulations. The Joint Management Committee holds
the responsibility for its management and upkeep.
Church of Our Saviour is part of the Springfield Local Ecumenical Partnership. We meet together formally
through the Ecumenical Council (EC) with support from The Archdeacon of Chelmsford, Ven Elizabeth Snowden.
We have an Ecumenical Constitution with Sharing Agreement and an agreed Memorandum of Understanding
about how we will operate across the Partnership.
Other points of reference
Church of Our Saviour is a member of The Chelmsford URC Group of churches and the URC Eastern Synod and
The Chelmsford North Deanery and the Chelmsford Diocese of the CofE.
Purpose and Vision
`We exist to enable God’s people in this area to meet together to worship and have fellowship with Jesus and
each other and to advance Christ’s Kingdom here on earth. We are attempting to achieve our purpose by
creating a united, ecumenical, worshipping community within a caring fellowship, which accepts the authority
of the Bible and is open to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.`

The current statements of vision are:
 To CELEBRATE the life of God among us: in our worship, our relationships and our daily walk with Christ.
 To CARE for one another in Christ: to learn to love with the unconditional love with which Jesus loves us
and to put into practice Jesus` command to love our neighbours as we love ourselves.
 To CULTIVATE personal growth in Christ: the personal agenda for all believers to grow in love of Jesus
and to see that growth bear fruit in our personal lives.
 To COMMUNICATE Christ to our community: to be obedient to the command of Jesus to go into all the
world beginning right where we are!
Committee Structure
The local Church Council (as the Trustees) has the responsibility of sharing ministry with the appointed Anglican
and Free Church Ministers in the whole mission of the Church to make known the Good News of Jesus Christ in
word and deed throughout the parish of East Springfield. This parish area covers Chelmer Village, Chancellor
Park and the wider area of East Springfield. It has a population of around 10,000.
Membership of the Church Council
Ministers
Revd Ann Mackenzie – CofE Priest-in-Charge
Revd Mandy Hewson – CofE Priest (Permission to Officiate)
URC Minister – in vacancy
Elected Church Officers
Vacancy - URC Secretary, URC Partnership
Stuart Woosnam – Anglican Church Warden, Authorised Local Preacher Deanery Synod
Gill Price – Anglican Church Warden, Reader, Deanery Synod
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Elected Members
Elizabeth Beer – Pastoral Assistant – completes term 2020
Jenny Cass – Ecumenical Council – completes term 2020
Samuel Gnanamani – Treasurers Team - completes term 2019
Sophie Hewson – Deanery Synod - completes term 2019
Debbie Humphreys – completes term 2020
Sue Johnson – completes term 2019
Chris Lonsdale – Deanery Synod – completes term 2020
Jeffrey Mushens – Honorary Treasurer and Chair Building Committee – completes term 2020
Claire Musselwhite – Ecumenical Council and Weekday Ministry completes term 2020
The Church Council has met 7 times during the year for business and prayer and there have been 2 Church
Members Meetings, and the Annual Church Meeting. Matters of finance, planned giving and fundraising are
dealt with by the Treasurer in consultation with Church Officers and Elected members of the Church Council and
when necessary by the Church Members` Meeting.
Treasurers Team – We worked with The Deanery Accounts Scheme until December 2017 when we took over
responsibility for our own accounting once again. The Treasurers Team is under the leadership of Jeffrey
Mushens with Samuel Gnanamani handling payments and online banking, Alison Chamberlain handling the
banking of cash and cheques and Michelle Cottis handling our Gift Aid.
Other appointments
The Bishop’s School Governor – Vacancy (offered back to DBE)
Membership/Electoral Roll Officer - Lois Rimmer
DBS Officer, Safeguarding and Training Co-Ordinator – Mandy Hewson
Assistant Safeguarding Rep – Stuart Woosnam
Building Committee Chairman – Jeffrey Mushens
Building Committee Treasurer – Chris Wilson

Safeguarding - In 2014 the Diocese of Chelmsford changed their policy and in response a Safeguarding
Statement was drawn up and ratified by Church Council in January 2015. This is available should you want to
see it, and the full policy is on the diocesan website. Online training is also available on the diocesan website for
both Child Protection and Safeguarding of Vulnerable Adults. It is a requirement that all members of church
council and anyone working with children or/and vulnerable adults undertakes this. If you would like further
information or have any concerns, please speak to Revd Mandy Hewson.
The Joint Management Committee (JMC) has the task of ensuring that the church building is kept in good order,
and that cleaning, repairs and maintenance work are carried out as necessary. It also will take a lead in
discussion and planning for any future development of the premises.
Membership of the JMC:
Ian Chamberlain – Chair and Minutes Secretary
Jenny Cass
Stuart Challis
Helen Reffell
Gary Standing
Revd Ann Mackenzie
Stuart Woosnam
Chris Thompson (RC)
Revd Kevin Lyons (RC)
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Membership and Church contacts
Our Church Membership stands at 93 (94 last year). On our wider Church Family Directory we have 121 adults
and 26 children under 16years. In addition we have over 250 contact details for families who regularly come to
Tiny Treasures, Livewires and ECHO, and the people who regularly attend Craft Shack. We have updated our
Privacy Policy and records in accordance with General Data Protection Register which comes into force in May
2018.

Worship
The normal pattern for Sunday Morning Worship, at 10.00am is as follows
1st Sunday Holy Communion
2nd Sunday Morning Worship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
4th Sunday Activae Family Worship
5th Sunday Morning Worship
This pattern is however subject to change due to the dates of church festivals and the availability of Free Church
ministry. Services for the quarter are detailed in the Events Diary and on the church website.
The average Sunday morning attendance for October to February
Year
2010-2011
2011-2012
2012-2013
2013 -2014
2014- 2015
2015 -2016
2016 -2017
2017-2018

Adults
60
58
63
60
59
50
47
42

Children
14
11
15
14
10
10
7
9

Sadly these figures continue to show a decline with fewer people attending every week. We are continuing to
notice the effect of work pressure, family commitments, sport and other activities on regular attendance.
Christmas Attendances
(Christingle Service, Christmas Family Service, Carol Service, Crib Service, Midnight Communion and Christmas
Day Communion Service)

Year
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

Adults
443
407
310
341
332
288
275

Children
113
144
105
111
73
66
74

Communicants
99 (2 services)
102 (2 services)
66 (2 services)
87 (2 services)
72 ( 2 services)
79 ( 2 services)
70 (2 services)
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These figures show that Christmas services are still important to our local community as well as our church
family; and are a significant aspect of Christian ministry for us. Christmas this year fell at a weekend. Actual
numbers for children (under 16) and adults at the different services are shown in the table below.
Christingle

2011^#
2012*#
2013*#
2014 *#
2015 *#
2016 *#
2017 ~

A
66
87
56
76
63
58
x

C
17
38
27
26
15
16
x

Carols
A
86
101
90
108
71
79
86

Crib

C
6
21
20
12
8
14
9

A
125
110
85
68
66
61
113

Midnight

C
70
70
50
64
36
29
55

A
61
49
45
44
43
52
36

C
0
0
2
3
3
1
0

Christmas
Day
A
C
48
3
60
15
32
6
45
6
35
3
38
6
40
10

Notes: # Crib Service held at 3pm, rather than 4pm as RC Mass at 5pm
^ Christingle held on Advent Sunday at Activate
* Christingle held in mid-December at Activate
~ Christingle combined with Crib Service and held on Christmas Eve at 4.30pm

Easter Attendances
(Palm Sunday Services, Maundy Thursday Communion, Good Friday March of Witness, Easter Sunday
Communion)
Year
Adults
Children
Communicants
2011
211
27
118
2012
200
45
129
2013
240
42
131
2014
272
64
133
2015
177
17
91
2016
180
22
103
2017
192
18
97
Easter fell at the end of the school holidays this year.
Activa†e All-Age Worship
2012

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Average

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

A

C

A

C

A

C

A

C

A

C

A

C

52

16

55

15

79

27

82

17

48

6

50

10

96

46

106

53

70

42

60

20

54

18

51

9

70

16

60

11

49

49

9

59

12

52

8

56

14

54

5

x

x

86

27

58

19

43

9

46

14

x

x

49

7

64

25

53

16

46

7

x

x

49

15

41

6

83

47

69

23

56

43

11

46

7

69

16

75

15

45

17

45

5

51

5

65

21

86

16

50

10

61

15

54

14

49

9

62

21

50

14

X

X

81

31

47

12

36

6

58

18

58

19

51

9

78

26

42

7

62

8

87

38

56

27

56

26

63

15

58

16

41

7

74

25

65

18

3

80

26

57

17

6

63

18

18

52

44

55

6

54

4

14

x

10

x

48
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Note - February is Holiday Club Service
We still consider it important to have All Age Services where we can offer an alternative form of worship set in a
family friendly café style where we also start with breakfast. There was no Activa†e in July as we had a Family
Fun afternoon with BBQ and Bouncy Castle in the garden and on the green.
Resona†e Evening Worship - We held 8 services through the year with an average attendance of 15 adults,
which is slightly less than last year.
Sunday Afternoon Church - Over the past year, we held 2 afternoon events. Songs of Praise with Afternoon Tea
in February led by the Worship team had 32 adults and 1 child and Make a Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea led by
the Sunday Afternoon team had 31 adults and 10 children.
Preaching Team – we now have a team of COS lay members who share in the preaching ministry. These are
Jenny Cass, Gill Price, Neil Hunt, Stuart Woosnam, Claire Musselwhite, Chris Lonsdale and Ralph Michell. In
addition we welcome other visiting preachers from the CofE and URC.
Ministry within the Community
Weekday Ministry
This is an important area of ministry and service to our community, with Coffee Shack, Craft Shack, Tiny
Treasures, Livewires and ECHO meeting regularly throughout the week and developing significant ministries to
many people on the fringe of church life. In some ways these are providing a fresh expression of Church for us.
In addition we held midweek Communion Services on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday.
Occasional Offices
As the only Anglican/Free Church in Chelmer Village we are in a privileged position of offering the ministry of
occasional offices to the whole community; but it is interesting that these are not as numerous today, perhaps
because there are more opportunities available for secular celebrations.

SERVICE
Infant Baptism
Adult baptism
Confirmation
First Communion (from 2014)

Renewal of Baptism
Infant dedication
Thanksgiving for a child
Marriage
Banns for wedding elsewhere

Funeral at
church
Funeral at Crematorium
Church
TOTAL CONTACTS

2011
0
0
0
x
0
0
3
0
18
0

2012
6
1
3
x
0
0
1
1
10
2

2013
5
0
0
x
0
5
3
0
10
0

2014
4
0
2
2
0
0
2
0
11
0

2015
8
0
0
4
0
0
1
0
7
0

2016
3
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
9
0

14
32

19
44

13
36

5
26

9
29

8
22

2017
0
0
0
2
1
0
0
1
6
0
9
19

Workplace Chaplaincy
Brian Beer is the Lay Chaplain to both Dukes Park Industrial Park and ASDA. Revd Ann Mackenzie is the ordained
Chaplain to ASDA. This ministry is voluntary and is part of the Essex and East London Workplace Chaplaincy
Team.
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Outreach to schools
There are three schools within the local area served by the church; Barnes Farm Infant, Barnes Farm Junior and
Chancellor Park Primary. The church has good contacts with each of these schools through members and
ministers. Our designated church school is The Bishop’s CofE and RC V.A. Primary in North Springfield. When
possible we take assemblies and lessons in these schools. We are very grateful to the support the schools offer
us, notably in publicising our special services and events. In July we give the Year 6 Leavers from Barnes Farm
and Chancellor Park Schools and all those leaving Tiny Treasures and You and Me Pre-school a special Scripture
Union book about the changes they will face. Again this year we have been invited to take assemblies in The
Cathedral Primary School as we have a number of our Church Family children there.
School Services
We were very pleased that two of our local schools held special services in church again this year. Barnes Farm
Infant School came for Harvest and Christmas and Barnes Farm Junior School came for Harvest, Christmas and
Easter. Approximately 550 children and 350 adults attended these services.
Uniformed and other organisations
Brownies, The Children`s Centre, Tumble Tots, a Ladies Keep Fit Group, Fitness Training, Clubbercise - an
exercise class, the ecumenical 3:16 BAND, Essex Chordsmen and ‘Show Stoppers’ a musical theatre group for
children and teenagers use our building regularly. We are a popular place for family parties too.
Ministry to the Elderly
We continue to take a monthly Communion service in Coates Lodge, a Chelmer Housing Partnership Scheme.
Though we still do not take services in Yeoman Lodge, also a CHP Scheme, we have a good relationship with
both scheme managers and residents. Coffee Shack is also providing an excellent opportunity for older people to
meet regularly to enjoy fellowship and support.
Other voluntary ministry in the Community
Members of our church are involved in supporting local community ministry eg CHESS, Foodbanks, CAP Money,
Uniformed Organisations, English for Women, Citizens Advice Bureau, Charity Shops, Hospices, Schools and
Nurseries. This year Revd Ann Mackenzie has been Chaplain to The Mayor of Chelmsford.
Churches Together in Chelmsford (CTiC)
We are part of CTiC. The main focus remained the Good Friday procession and open-air service, a major witness
to the community.
Mission and Evangelism
We believe we are called to engage in mission and evangelism as individual members as well as corporately.
Members are encouraged to pray regularly for their friends, neighbours and colleagues and to share with them
in words and deed the Good News of Jesus. In the regular preaching and teaching themes there is an emphasis
on evangelism and the need to be able to share our faith naturally and supernaturally with those around us.
We support several Christian Mission Agencies and Charities, notably Mission Aviation Fellowship, Christian Aid,
CHESS, Chelmsford Foodbank, The Bethany Children’s Trust, Operation Christmas Child, Open Doors, Romans
1:11 Trust, Fellowship Afloat and Chelmsford Schools and Youth Ministry (SYM).
We have links with Christians Against Poverty (CAP) and are supporting them financially. We have trained
Money Coaches and we ran the Chelmsford CAP Debt Counselling Centre for just over 3 years (June 2012 to
October 2015), for which we were awarded a three year grant from the Mission Opportunity Fund.
We give away at least 10% of our general income and take special collections where appropriate. In 2017 we
collected money for Shelter Boxes, Samaritans Purse, Children`s Society and Bethany Children`s Trust. We also
sent 134 filled shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child and gifts of food to CHESS and Chelmsford Foodbank.
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Fellowship and Pastoral Care
As a church we recognise the importance
of small groups and currently have 4
Home Groups meeting regularly for
fellowship, Bible study, prayer and
support and several Prayer Groups or
Triplets which also meet regularly. During
Lent 2017 we met weekly for a course
based on the film The Kings Speech which
was very thought provoking about finding our voice as Christians in this world. For Lent 2018 we are offering
Reflective Services based on the book The Things He Carried by Bishop Stephen Cottrell. Other groups are the
Worship Group , Tiny Treasures (preschool children and parent/carers), Livewires (5-11 yrs), Adven†urers (3 to
11 yrs), ECHO (11 to 18 yrs) and the Craft Shack. We also have a Pastoral Care Team and a Prayer Ministry Team.
This year we had a Church Weekend during June – instead of going away as planned, we met at home. The
theme was Better Together; the Revds Charlie and Ann Kosla led our adult sessions and Ruth Everett led our
children`s group. There were 3 teaching sessions, a BBQ, Fish and Chip lunch, afternoon tea, afternoon walk or
games on the green, barn dance, Sunday Worship and shared lunch. An average of 8 children and 46 adults were
at each session.
Denominational Responsibilities
Ann Mackenzie was member of Deanery Standing and Pastoral Committee until September 2018, and is a
Diocesan Ministry Development Reviewer and a trained Mentor. Mandy Hewson has helped run retreats at the
Diocesan House of Prayer at Pleshey. Amanda Dolan-Harrison is a URC nationally accredited Lay Preacher and
regularly leads worship in local URC Churches. Ian Chamberlain is involved in The URC Dunamis Fellowship, leads
worship and takes services in local Methodist and URC churches and is part of the 3:16 band and the Celebrate
Jesus ministry team.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
FACING THE FUTURE - Proposed Goals for 2017-2018
As well as further developing last year’s goals and continuing to develop our life and witness we will…
1. Continue to build on the principles of 40 Days of Community to strengthen and develop our life and
witness together.
2. Further support and encourage leaders of existing groups and ministries to build and strengthen teams
to work with them.
3. Fully complete Phase 1 of Building Project and use it well to further renew and develop our ministry in
the community.
4. Continue praying, fundraising and planning for Phase 2 of Building Project
5. Prepare for a URC Church Related Community Worker (CRCW) to join the staff team
6. Prepare for further development of the Chelmsford Diocesan Strategy for our Mission and Ministry Unit
( MMU)

Review - Much of what we set our last year has only been partially fulfilled so will need to be carried on this year
therefore we commit to the following:
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Proposed Goals for 2018-2019
1. Continue to build on the principles of Better Together - 40 Days of Community to strengthen and
develop the life and witness of our church.
2. Further support and encourage Church Officers, Church Council Members and leaders of existing groups
and teams to exercise effective Christian ministry in the church and community.
3. Support the development of the CRCW Ministry in the church and community and cover the costs of
expenses and resources.
4. Work with the Chelmsford Diocese to form an appropriate Mission and Ministry Unit to include Church
of Our Saviour
5. Decide on the best plan of action for further maintenance, repair and development of the church
buildings whilst enjoying the use of The Annex.

And finally…
This Annual Report has been prepared collaboratively by the Officers and members of the Church Council in line
with the terms of the Charities Acts 1993. We hope it gives a clear picture of the life of the church and the way in
which the Church Council have administered the task placed on them as trustees of Church of Our Saviour.
On behalf of the Church Council:

Ann Mackenzie and Mandy Hewson

Church Officers’ Report
Be still, and know that I am God. Ps 46:10
2017 has been a year of trusting God to provide in many aspects of our life together as his church. We
agreed to go ahead with the building of the annexe, trusting God to provide the shortfall we were facing.
He did it, through the generosity of individuals and with two successful grants, even giving us a surplus!
We wonder what he has in mind for the use of this extra money! He is our faithful God.
Again, we went ahead to appoint a CRCW ( a URC Church Related Community Worker) trusting God
each step of the way to guide and direct us through this process. We will be welcoming Maria in June
2018. We continue to trust God that he will use her and us, together, as we work to help others get to
know Jesus as Saviour.
God is a generous God and loves to bless, as we have witnessed many times during 2017. He has
continued to work through us, giving us generous hearts when using our time and money to support and
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bless others at home and abroad. At harvest we generously supported Shelter Boxes, providing
emergency kits for those affected by natural disasters and war across the world. We continued to support
the Shoe Box appeal and reached our target of 134 boxes! Tiny Treasures supported a Macmillan Coffee
morning, and different members joined in local charity events, such as the CHESS sleep-out and fun
runs to bless others.
As the people of God we have continued to grow in our desire to bless each other. We held a ‘Songs of
Praise’ afternoon for our older folk, which we enjoyed, including afternoon tea! We had an ‘Open
House’ at the Vicarage at Christmas, spending time with each other and enjoying Christmas nibbles! We
bless each other week by week as we serve God through the various roles we fulfil in the life of the
church, also praying for each other and supporting each other in practical ways.
We are a church that seeks to be outward-looking and connect with our local and wider community
through events planned by us and also by others. Our outreach continued through the year alongside our
regular outreach weekly events. At the heart of our outreach is the desire to reach those who do not
know Jesus and we want to help them get to know him personally. We held our children’s holiday club
event based around a space theme during February half-term, and we held our ‘Kaleidoscope Party’ for
local children, providing an alternative to Halloween events.
We provided afternoon tea, ‘Make a Mother’s Day’ for local mums on Mothering Sunday. We were part
of the Good Friday ‘Walk of Witness’ as usual, joining with other Christians in the city centre. Our
contact with schools has continued, including visits to a local pre-school. Our summer BBQ was well
attended and appreciated by our local community. We enjoyed blessing the local people.
The Christmas event at Coates Lodge was well attended. We combined our Crib Service and Christingle
and it worked very well, with good feedback from those attending. Our numbers were significantly
higher, partly due to a later starting time. We sang carols outside ASDA, even as the snow fell! Several
shoppers were surprised that we were not asking for donations, but wanting to bless those shopping. We
trust God to work in the hearts and minds of all the people we meet through our outreach events.
We are a church that is open to the work of the Holy Spirit. One member has said recently that being
Spirit-led is in our DNA! We have sought to develop and deepen our worship this past year. We were
really blessed through the teaching and worship at our Church weekend in June. We saw God’s
provision as we made the decision to hold it at home as the chosen venue was no longer suitable. What a
blessing God gave through Charlie and Anne Kosla’s ministry to us, as well as through the fellowship
and fun we had together. God faithfully encouraged us as his church!
We are a multi-generational church, a church wanting to grow in our walk with the Lord Jesus. A
number of us attended the New Wine conference in Somerset and were reminded of God’s power,
greatness and faithfulness through the work of the Holy Spirit during the worship, teaching, ministry,
evening celebrations and seminars. It was great to worship God with thousands of others, and we even
saw ourselves on the Songs of Praise episode about New Wine!
A new Home Group has started, specifically seeking to be Spirit-led and use the spiritual gifts God gives
us through the work of the Holy Spirit.
We are a church that wants to grow spiritually and we have seen the teaching about the ‘40 Days of
Community’ being worked out in our lives together. Our children now have the opportunity of ‘Going
Deeper’ with God every month, a new initiative started at the beginning of the year.
We have much to thank God for as we remember all he has done for us in 2017. We needed ‘to be still
and know that he is God’ on many occasions and he strengthened, blessed and provided for us in
amazing ways.
Gill Price and Stuart Woosnam
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Joint Management Committee
The JMC continues to meet and decide on what should be done and when, and how much to
spend on our church buildings and infrastructure.
Money will be spent soon to meet our requirements for the Diocese Quinquennial Report,
including brick pointing on the main building and repairs to the roof. We are hoping the builders
for the extension will complete these tasks before they leave the site. A host of smaller jobs
need to be completed including a deep clean evening after the builders have left to try and
restore the areas to their former glory and cleanliness!
As I am stepping down from leadership of the JMC after the AGM I am actively seeking a new
leader and more importantly, others who can also serve on the committee. We can always use
an extra pair of hands, even if, like me, they don’t recognise one end of a screwdriver from the
other! We can all offer some skills and support for this important team of volunteers!
Please contact me if you feel any calling for this vital work in the life of our church.
Ian Chamberlain

Building Committee
Last year at the AGM, we were preparing to go out to tender. We thought the finances would be tight,
but after reviewing the Quantity Surveyor’s cost plan, which we were told was conservative, we were
confident that we would have (just) enough by the anticipated contract completion. We had a budget of
£150,000 for the build (plus fees and VAT), so were shocked when the tenders came back with figures
ranging from £280,000 to £337,000!
Fortunately, much of the excess over our budget was for M&E work, which included work for the
existing Church. After re-scoping and intense negotiations with the tenderers we came in with a tender
of £190,000, leaving us to find £40,000 in a fortnight! We prayed whether we should wait a year, but
concluded that with prices rising, we would be chasing a moving target, so decided to step out in faith
and ask for help from God’s family at the Church. And, with God’s help and the generosity of many, with
pledges and donations, we closed the gap.
The project was originally planned to finish in November, but with problems over steels, windows (we
have lost at least one window supplier) and the weather, the project has taken until the AGM to finish.
But we now have a brand new light and spacious annex, with its own kitchenette (with dishwasher,
cooker and fridge), accessible and other toilet, doors into the garden, capable of use separate to the
existing Church, which is already the subject of enquiries for rent!
This will bring phase 1 to a close, but we are now looking at phase 2 – improvements to the garden,
including a quiet garden, plus extending the fencing, and then taking stock of the overall project.
Thank you to all those who have worked so hard to reach this point and for the wonderful generosity of
members!
Anne and Jeffrey Mushens
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Fundraising for Church Annexe and Extension 2017/8
We have continued with fundraising activities and members have been very faithful in
supporting the Building Fund by way of donations. In addition to regular giving to the project, a
successful Church Bazaar and Barn Dance were held.
At March, 2017, the Building Fund, together with these 2 pledged grants had reached
£149,000 and further pledges were in place to bring the total to £180,000 (£150,000 plus fees
plus VAT) by the anticipated completion of phase 1 – Annexe to Church.
When the results of the tenders were reviewed and, even after re-scoping, it was clear we
needed another £40,000 if we were to proceed. With God’s help and sacrificial giving by God’s
family we raised it.
We have been very fortunate to have received grants of £25,000 from the Fowler, Smith &
Jones Charitable Trust, £2,000 from AllChurches Trust and latterly, £20,000 from the URC and
a pledge of £11,000 from Essex County Council Community Initiatives Fund (CIF). We should
like to acknowledge the help of our County Councillor, John Spence in supporting our
application to CIF, and Luke Lowrie of Red Balloon for his help with the application.
The grant from the CIF was specifically made for work on the garden.
We’d like to especially thank Chris Wilson for his continued support and help over the years,
even after moving to Springfield Park Baptist Church.
Thank you to all who have supported the project so generously over the years with your
time, fundraising ideas and projects and money.

Anne and Jeffrey Mushens,

Pastoral Care
The pastoral care team has continued to visit and support those in the church who need help. Members
of the church, particularly those in home groups, also provide support for each other in a variety of
ways.
The monthly communion service at Coates Lodge has been led by Revd Mandy Hewson, with the help
of Val Frost and myself. In December we had a Christmas carol service with coffee and mince pies,
which everyone enjoyed,
We are always available to provide a listening ear if you have any worries or problems. If you know of
any housebound person who would appreciate a visit please let us know. You can contact the team by
phoning me on 01245 468958.
Please let us know if you are aware of anyone who is unwell or undergoing surgery who would
appreciate having some meals provided for them or their family.
Liz Beer
Pastoral Assistant
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WORSHIP GROUP
The worship team lead sung worship at Sunday morning and Resonate services. We meet most weeks
on a Thursday evening at 8pm in church to rehearse, learn new songs and have fellowship together.
It has been lovely that Michelle and Claire are developing their guitar skills and now play at some
services. Neil is still feeling rather lonely and would love to hear from any other musicians who might
want to join us (you do not have to commit to every week). Thank you to Gwilym for stepping in to
cover Neil’s holidays and joining the group for Resonate services.
Thank you to our amazing audio visual team, James, Stuart, David and Simon who work so hard to
enhance our worship. I know they would be delighted to welcome new recruits to the team. Training
would be given, please speak to James or Stuart if you are interested.
Please continue to pray for us as we lead the church in sung worship week by week.
Judy Woosnam

Tiny Treasures
Once again it has been a busy year with the Tiny Treasures. We usually see between 35 to 60 children at
each session along with 30 to 50 adults. The format remains unchanged, an hour of ‘free play’ and craft,
followed by our ‘circle time’ when we sing and dance, use the instruments, the parachute and even catch
bubbles. We have Bible stories, pray and celebrate birthdays with the giving of a Bible-based story book
and card, quite a task with so many children! ‘Circle time’ is followed by refreshments for all and more
free play time.
Tiny Treasures supported the OCC appeal again this year and I would like to say ‘Thank You’ to
everyone who contributed.
In December it was Christmas party time again! Around 120 children in total enjoyed crafts, a bouncy
castle, party food, a gift and more. A big ‘Thank You’ goes to
- Ian for producing some great labels again
- and to Father Christmas for taking time out of his very busy schedule to come and hand them out!
At the last session before Easter, having heard the Easter story, all the children present received a
chocolate Easter bunny!.
At the end of the Summer Term each child about to start Infant School received a Bible as a leaving gift
once again. In addition, they received an invitation to Livewires and it is really wonderful to see children
taking up this invitation.
I continue to be extremely grateful to Jenny Wilkinson and Chris Gordon who make all the drinks and
do the washing up on a weekly basis; I would like to say a huge ‘Thank You’ to you both, it is truly
appreciated. I would also like to say ‘Thank You’ to everyone who helps with the running and
organization of Tiny Treasures, to Ann McKenzie, Keith Crowther and also to Judy Woosnam who has
recently joined us - welcome to the team, it is lovely to have you. Please give thanks to God that that are
willing to give their time in this way.
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We rejoice and praise God for the links we have with so many families in our local community and
beyond; please pray that this will bear fruit and that we will see more of our Tiny Treasure families
coming to faith in Jesus and that the Lord will keep on guiding us over the coming year as we continue
with this ministry.
Claire Musselwhite
‘Adventurers’ and ‘Going Deeper’
Whilst the numbers of children attending Adventurers is small, the enthusiasm of the group and their
deepening faith continues to encourage the leaders of this group.
This year we have been working our way through the Old Testament, which has enabled our young
people to become more aware of the stories and Characters which Jesus himself would have known as
he grew up. Creative prayer continues to be emphasised, and it is a privilege to witness our children –
of all ages - praying aloud for all manner of people and situations.
The ‘Going Deeper’ group has continued to meet once a month, and it’s clear that our older children
have a real thirst to learn more of the bible and experience the presence of God in a real way. Topics
for discussion are often decided by the young people themselves and this is very much a space for
answering questions and discovering what The Lord might want to say to us.
Once again, I must thank the team for their creativity and willingness to lead and support these groups
week by week. It has been quite a challenge to fill the rosta, and if you feel that you would like to join
the team you would be very welcome.
Please speak to Mandy if you have any questions. Thank You.

Livewires is our after school group for primary aged children. We meet on
Friday afternoons during term time. This year we have had 34 children
attend Livewires although numbers fluctuate from week to week. Before
Christmas we were averaging 15 children however this term it has risen to 20.
Each week the children enjoy a drink and snack on arrival while they play tabletop games. After a welcome
we sing one or two worship songs, play team games, do a craft and then split into two groups for some Bible
teaching.
Once every half-term we hold “club week”, where there is no formal teaching and the children can chose
which activities to do from craft, games, DVDs etc and enjoy snacks and sweets. This continues to be very
popular and the children are inviting friends to accompany them on those weeks.
Our Kaleidoscope Party (instead of Halloween) was very popular with 40 children and 22 adults enjoying the
fun, food and activities. 30 children enjoyed our Christmas party with games, bouncy castle, craft, food and
of course a present.
Our junior leaders (Years 5/6) do a wonderful job helping us as we are a diminishing team. We would love to
welcome others to join us. If you would like to find out more please speak to Judy or Claire.
Please pray for patience and energy for the adults and more importantly that the children will come to know
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.
Judy Woosnam
On behalf of the Livewires Team – Ann, Claire, Marilyn and Simon
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ECHO

2017 has been another busy year for our youth group, who meet every Friday night, during term time.
We have welcomed some new members this year and activities have included discussions on faith,
Youth For Christ games evenings, blind food tasting, pizza and film nights, contributing to Operation
Christmas Child and campfires.

We have also undertaken a variety of activities that have included trips outside of the church including
to Jump Street, Essex Police fireworks and The Illuminate Concert hosted by Christian band LZ7.

I could not do it without the amazing team I have, who regularly give up their Friday so I would like to
take this opportunity to give a huge thank you to my team for all that you do.

James

Coffee Shack
Over the past twelve months God has continued to bless us at Coffee Shack; young mums and their
children, retired folk, church members and those who are part of the wider church family, people we
know and some we don’t all sitting alongside each other, enjoying coffee and cake.
The general format of Coffee Shack remains unchanged and a few toys are still made available to
occupy the children as the adults enjoy a leisurely drink and a homemade cake. Although we have seen
a slight decrease in the numbers attending again this year, we have made a profit of around £3000 since
writing the last report. This has been shared between the building fund and general church funds.
Once again I would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has given their time to serve in this
ministry in any way, whether it be in creating publicity, setting up/tidying away, making cakes, serving
our customers or dealing with the never ending stream of washing up!
And finally, if you still haven’t made it along to Coffee Shack, why not come along one week if you can
and bring your friends with you, it would be great to see you!
Claire Musselwhite
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Monday Morning Housegroup
Our long running group continues to meet at my house on a Monday morning, at about 10.30 until
around 12.00.
Over the past year we have been working our way through the bible, in order to get a good overview and
understand where stories that are familiar to us fit in the big scheme of things. We found we were more
attracted to some books of the bible than others – Psalms, Proverbs and some of the prophets were more
fruitful for us for instance, while we faced with less enthusiasm some of the books of the law and the
history books. The extreme violence of certain stories were difficult for us to cope with.
As Lent arrived we had arrived at the Book of Daniel, so we took a fresh look at that, with the Easter
story in mind, and our role in the church.
We are a group that has a strong pastoral element. We have known each for many years now, and it is a
good time and a safe place where we can share all the things that matter to us.
Claire N
Tuesday Housegroup
We continue to meet for study and prayer every 2-3 weeks in our home, the group consisting of
Jenny Cass, Alison and Ian Chamberlain, Debbie and Colin Humphreys, Gary Standing, Anne and
Jeffrey Mushens.
We have followed the 40 Acts Initiative, studying in various sessions, the Lenten project ‘Finding a
Voice’ based on the film ‘The King’s Speech’ and ‘Soul Keeping’ by John Ortberg.
We occasionally share a meal together and support each other both practically and through
prayer. We have been richly blessed by the shared fellowship we have enjoyed over the years.
Anne and Jeffrey Mushens, March, 2018

Wednesday Afternoon Home Group
The group meets at our house on alternate weeks for prayer and Bible study.
This year we have been studying the two letters of Paul to Timothy, which we have found interesting
and which have given us plenty to discuss. During Lent Mandy led a session on ‘The Cross’ from the
Lent course, ‘Stop, Look and Listen’.
Once again a big thank you to Bess who hosted the group while I was recovering from more surgery,
and to Ralph for leading the sessions.
In December we enjoyed our Christmas tea and carols, including Bess’s chocolate cake.
Thank you for everyone’s support throughout the year.
If you would like to join the group please contact me.
Liz Beer
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Wednesday Evening Housegroup
The Wednesday evening housegroup was newly formed in May 2017. We meet fortnightly and alternate
between the Cottis and Lonsdale households, and have 8-10 regular attendees.
We have used bible study DVD’s to guide our discussions, prayers, and develop our faith. We use the
time to pray for each other, the needs of those close to us and for Church of Our Saviour as a whole.
We’re always happy to welcome new members to the group!
Michelle Cottis

MEN @ COS
As usual, MEN@COS have been attending the Men’s Breakfasts at Mulberry House where total
attendance is usually at least 50 men from various parts of Essex and east Herts.
Stuart Woosnam and Neil Hunt enjoyed the breakfast in November 2017 when the speaker was Paul
Harcourt who gave a moving and very clear message on Growing Deeper with God: experiencing the
Holy Spirit and participation in the work of the Holy Spirit; by joining in, and not holding back, we get
closer to God, Jesus and mission. Stuart and Neil had a conversation with Paul, who is the National
Leader of New Wine, thus gaining insights and news of this summer’s New Wine gathering which
members of COS will be attending. After the breakfast, a new song, At Your Name, made its mark and
has since entered the COS repertoire!
On 10th February 2018, nine of us went to the Mulberry breakfast where Power for Living was Steve
Brady’s theme. Making a return visit, Steve was as inspirational as ever, despite the fact that his wife
had died only six weeks earlier.
Contact has been maintained with various Christian men’s groups particularly Forging Men in Billericay
who send information about their activities.
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a Mulberry House breakfast on Saturday 14th April,
when Steve Morley, a Counties Evangelist, will be talking about Men Reaching Men. We are also
looking forward to a curry night in October.
If you have any good ideas/events/activities in which our men's group could participate during the
coming year, please contact us.

Brian Beer and Simon Hewson

CAP
Sue Johnson continues to be involved in running the monthly CAP Money Course to prisoners in
Chelmsford Prison, and has now started going round the wings with another CAP Money Coach
encouraging prisoners to come on their next Money Course, challenging but exciting!
The new CAP Money Coach at the Chelmsford Community Church asked Sue if she would help run
their very first course in June, and she was happy to help with that. Sue also ran the short course for the
youth at ECHO, and also at another youth club in Melbourne.
The Money Course was organised for people in COS in October but unfortunately no-one attended.
Another one will probably be organised again in the autumn. Any suggestions on how to encourage
people to come on the very worthwhile course would be gratefully appreciated. Thanks.
Sue Johnson
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MISSION SUPPORT HOME AND ABROAD
Jesus said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore, and make disciples of all nations’. Matthew 28:18-19
As a church we support the following mission agencies with prayer, donations
from our church tithe and special offerings.
Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child
In 2017 we sent 134 boxes, and enough money to cover the transportation costs to Eastern
Europe from church members and church groups. It is good to know that something as
simple as an assortment of small gifts in a shoe box can make such a difference to so many
children throughout the poorest parts of the world.
To find out more www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk

Prison Fellowship is supported with a donation from our Tithe. Volunteers are
at the heart of the charity and their mission of ‘seeing lives transformed’.
Prison Fellowship, through its volunteers, works for the restoration of the lives
of prisoners and victims, and their families. They support these groups in practical ways and help to break
the cycle of reoffending. Registered as a charity in 1980, Prison Fellowship England and Wales now has around
1,400 volunteers in England and Wales and is represented in almost all of the prisons in the country.
To find out more: www.prisonfellowship.org
Bethany Children`s Trust is a Christian charity based in the UK that is
passionate about partnering with church-led, community-based
projects in the UK and overseas that are helping to restore the lives of
some of the world’s most marginalised children. We support this work
with a donation from our Tithe.
Since 1999 Bethany has been influencing and equipping churches in
different nations to reach out to children at risk in their communities.
These vulnerable children include those affected by abuse, exploitation, street living, disability and poverty. They
are helping churches and communities to build societies where attitudes, beliefs and circumstances that harm
children are challenged and changed, parents are supported, and children have the opportunity to grow up in a
loving, safe and nurturing environment. As a result, thousands of children are being impacted by the good news
of the gospel of Christ in action! In all that the partner projects do, they walk alongside them – upholding them
in prayer and giving them on-going guidance, teaching, funding and support that help them to grow and develop
their vital work and transform children’s lives.
To find out more www.bethanychildrenstrust.org.uk
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Open Doors is an international ministry serving persecuted Christians and
churches worldwide that we continue to support with a donation from our
tithe. Open Doors is involved in supplying Bibles, leadership training,
Scripture-based literary programmes and livelihood support especially for
refugees in Iraq and Syria. They also seek to serve Christians living under
religious persecution. Right now millions of Christians face persecution because of their faith in Christ. Some face
physical violence and death, unjust imprisonment, denial of religious liberties such as the rights to worship and
share one’s faith and discrimination in employment and education. Christians facing persecution are
strengthened by knowing they have not been forgotten or forsaken by the family of God. We supported Open
Doors with special collections and by signing The Million Voices Petition which was presented to The Prime
Minister in December.

‘We dream of a world in which every Christian who is persecuted is remembered and
supported by other Christians’.
To find out more www.opendoorsuk.org

Schools and Youth Ministry – we continue to support the important work of SYM in Primary and Secondary
schools in Chelmsford through our tithe. Their mission statement is: To challenge the next generation about the
truth of Christianity. SYM is dedicated to providing a highly professional service in local schools which supports
students and staff. They aim to help schools provide a broad, rich curriculum especially in the areas of social,
physical, emotional and spiritual health. They deliver lessons, offer mentoring and support the Christian Unions.
To find out more www.symchelmsford.org.uk

MAF - Mission Aviation Fellowship
Operating worldwide, MAF reaches isolated communities in various parts of the world by means of light
aircraft, delivering vital supplies, providing transport for missionaries and medical staff, and evacuating
seriously ill or injured people.
Our MAF Link Missionaries are Alan and Davina Sully. During
2017, Alan was the Deputy Programme Manager in Juba, South
Sudan. For personal and security reasons, Davina did not join him.
However, after a break in the UK, South Sudan remains part of their
mission:
In January, the MAF Africa Region Director asked Alan to review the
flying operations of the Kenya, South Sudan and Uganda
Programmes with special emphasis on how their flying interlinks in
South Sudan with a view to making MAF flying more effective in East
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Africa. The review took a week to complete; the recommendations paper being delivered at the end of
February. The paper is presently being studied by the Regional Director and the three Programme
Managers.
Whilst the South Sudan Programme Manager takes a sabbatical, Alan will take the role of Acting
Programme Manager. He will travel out to South Sudan on 30th June and will arrive home on 17th
November.
Please continue to pray for Alan and Davina, especially because, owing to various family challenges,
Davina may not be able to join Alan. However, if she does, she will be teaching English to the South
Sudanese staff and helping to provide pastoral care for all the staff.
For further information, please contact Brian & Liz Beer.
See also: https://www.maf-uk.org
or e-mail: davina.sully@hotmail.co.uk

The Church participated in Christian Aid week in May 2017, with a house to house envelope drop and
collection in 20 roads, by 10 volunteers.
As a result, we raised £1,592.70 plus £245.24 in tax relief, giving a total of £1,837.94.
The Monday morning house group assisted in the tasks of sorting the envelopes into road groups,
opening filled envelopes and counting the contents, for which we are very grateful.
Anne and Jeffrey Mushens,

The national charity, The Children’s Society, aims to help children facing difficult times in their lives. Projects up and
down the country offer one to one support and understanding for vulnerable children, many of whom have run away
from home or are in care. Every year 100,000 children run away from home. The Children’s Society helps young
people escape danger on the streets and works to tackle the causes that led to them running away in the first place.
Several members of Church of Our Saviour and non-Church members living in Chelmer Village give financial support
to the charity, having asked to be box holders for the charity. The boxes are collected annually, emptied and the
proceeds donated to the Children’s Society.
Church members and others in Chelmer Village gave £268.97 via box donations last year plus a one off donation of
£125. There has been a further reduction in the number of boxes held for various reasons.
However, as is customary, the Church also gave the Children’s Society a portion of the total collected from the
Christmas services, which amounted to a further donation of £316.74.
Many thanks go to all those who have contributed to the Children’s Society in these ways.
Anne Mushens
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Fellowship Afloat Report 2018.
Church of Our Saviour has two links with Fellowship Afloat Charitable Trust – Financially we support their activities and secondly
one of the Church members volunteers regularly , engaged in sailing, safety boat and maintenance of their boats.

Fellowship Afloat's Activity centre is a unique place for adventure, relaxation and exploring the environment. It is a Christian Centre
with Jesus Christ as its reference point, sharing the Gospel, mainly to young people.
The Centre is based on board Trinity – a 1956 built red Light Ship berthed on the Tollesbury Saltings. Activities during the week are
focused on school group – mainly from Primary Schools, occasionally Secondary Schools and also Special Need Schools.
Activities on the weekends are for Church based youth groups, this coming year there are only four weekends that are not currently
booked. When there’s not a youth group FACT run Royal Yatching Association (RYA) boating courses.
Apart from sailing there are other activities too, these including: Kayaking, archery, climbing, high ropes, photo orienteering & and a
wide range of team building games.
Each day starts with a jolly good breakfast with a Jesus slot where the team on board share their faith, perform a mini bible based
drama and a thought for the day. Every meal – even when picnicking on the beach starts with grace.
For more information ask Stuart – (Church Officer); go on line to this link https://www.fact.org.uk/ , or just Google Fellowship Afloat.
Please include Fellowship Afloat in your prayers, for their sharing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to their clientele, for the fun they
have in all their activities and for safety.
th
Open day: Sunday 29 April 10.30am to 4.00pm, all welcome.
Stuart Woosnam

Workplace Chaplaincy
In this parish, the chaplaincy covers approximately 50 companies on the Dukes Park Industrial Estate, also ASDA, and
Essex County Council’s Highways Department. The chaplaincy at ASDA is shared with Revd Ann Mackenzie.
The frequency of visiting is now aimed to be at least three visits per year with further contact if specific needs arise.
We welcomed a new general manger at ASDA – Jason Stickels, (known as Jace) who has been presented with a CD of
Ian Chamberlain’s song, Buy One – Get One, about supermarket shopping but, it says, we can dip into Jesus’ trolley
where everything is free! Favourable comments have been received from ASDA staff who have also been given
copies of the CD.
On the Industrial Estate, some companies have moved away, some new ones have arrived and some find that work
varies between plentiful and scarce.
It is a pleasure and a privilege to visit people at their places of work, the vast majority always welcoming a chaplaincy
visit. Christian literature is offered and sometimes requested. Prayer and occasionally home visits are offered and
undertaken. Attending weddings, funerals and the Crown Court, and assisting lorry drivers have also been part of this
ministry.
Once again, we are indebted to Bruce Rice of R A Barker who took time off from manufacturing in order to drill more
large candles in good time for the COS carol service.
There is a shortage of workplace chaplains, so please pray about this and, if God prompts you, ask Ann Mackenzie or
Brian Beer about joining the Chelmsford team! The leader of the Chelmsford chaplaincy team is Revd Canon Ivor
Moody.

Brian Beer

22

CRAFT SHACK
Unbelievably, Craft Shack has now been running for 7 years! We have a regular group of ladies who attend
and you will find us in the Church, on Friday afternoons between 1 and 3, drinking tea and coffee, sharing
biscuits (cakes at birthday times), and supporting each other, whilst also producing beautiful cards and other
projects.
Our numbers have dipped slightly as 2 of our regular ladies have moved away and sadly, we have recently
lost one of our early members. Following a suggestion, a collection is being made in her memory and over
£40 has been raised so far for the Helen Rollason charity. Two members will also be taking part in a
sponsored event in April for this cause.
Donations from members’ subscriptions were given to the Building Fund and Christian Aid and the group
also supports Operation Christmas Child. A number of members also attend, make and donate items for the
Christmas Bazaar.
This summer we held an afternoon tea in our garden – at least until the rain drove us indoors - and then we
had the usual Christmas get together at our home with a bring and share lunch. Both events were enjoyed by
everyone there.
Again I must mention the wonderful support of Jenny Wilkinson, Helen Reffell and Pat Duncan who serve
refreshments; Claire Norman who helps design and execute projects; and Jeffrey who sets up, clears away,
carries the heavy items of equipment and gives lifts to those who need them. Their help is invaluable!
Anne Mushens

Church Flowers
Thank you to all the lovely flower Rota team - Valerie Frost, Valerie Whitehead, Maureen Henes
and Claire Norman for helping me to decorate our church. Seeing flowers lifts the spirit. As you can
see our numbers are dwindling so if anyone would like to join us, no experience necessary, please
let me know.
Allison King (gateking8@yahoo.co.uk)
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