
The generosity of God 
Reading 1: Malachi 3:6-12 

Breaking Covenant by Withholding Tithes


“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever 
since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept 
them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 
“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 
“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are 
robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will 
prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit 
before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for 
yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

Talk part 1


You’ll be pleased to know that I have so much to talk about, that I have had to split it into 2 
separate sermons today! Consider yourself truly blessed this morning!


Today I’m going to talk about the generosity of God and specifically how we should respond to 
that through our giving.


As I’ve been preparing for this talk, I’ve had the opportunity to look back at how my view and 
understanding of giving, in particular the church offering, has changed over the years. I’m going to 
be very honest about my journey!


When I first started coming to church, I saw the offering as the moment you start digging about 
for loose change in your purse as the plate comes round towards the end of the service. I didn’t 
really know or particularly think about where the money went. It was just the thing that everyone 
did.


When I became a church member, I remember signing up to something about financially 
supporting the church. But in my mind, that just meant making an effort to ensure I definitely had 
some spare change in my purse each time I came to church.


When I took on the role of Treasurer, I realised that our members were making some serious 
regular financial commitments to the running of this church. Not just throwing their loose change 
in. At that point, I got my regular standing order setup. But it was more a case of giving what I 
thought could spare at the end of the month. 


Over more recent years I’ve had the privilege of listening to speakers at New Wine, such as RT 
Kendal and Darren Rouanzoin that have focused on the importance and biblical basis for tithing. 
This prompted me to take a different look at finances and start reprioritising our spending.


The problem was, no one had taught me about giving at the start. Money can be a sensitive 
subject. It’s very personal. And we are British after all. 


But we really need to talk about it more! And as a church we need to stop assuming peoples 
knowledge.




In our first reading we hear the word of the Lord spoken through the prophet Malachi, on the 
subject of withholding tithes. A tithe is an offering to God, calculated as 10% of your income. 


There is much debate in Christian circles about tithing, which I’m not going to get into now (you’ll 
be pleased to know that I really don’t have time). But regardless of any specific views on tithes, 
using the figure of 10% is a quick and easy way to work out where we should be aiming for our 
regular giving to the church.


Let me read a short excerpt from RT Kendal’s book: ‘The gift of giving’.


[A short excerpt from the Introduction of The gift of giving, looking at how the church might look if 
all Christians fully tithed]


Some real food for though there. ‘We show how much we care by how much we give’.


And in our reading, there is some painful words to hear from God - we are robbing God though 
our tithes and offerings. God has blessed us so generously, it should be our privilege and pleasure 
to return the blessings to Him. When we keep too much for ourselves, not only do we take money 
away from the advancement of Gods Kingdom, we run the risk of turning money into an idol. 


Money can deceive us into thinking it offers security and even power. But we cannot take our 
wealth and our possessions into heaven. God offers us all the security we need. We need to put 
our trust in God and not in money.


We see in our reading that God even challenges us to tithe: ‘Test me in this,” says the Lord 
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.’


What an amazing promise! It isn’t necessarily a promise of financial wealth, but it is a promise of 
overflowing, abundant blessings. 


Jesus also talked a lot about money. Sixteen of the thirty-eight parables were concerned with how 
to handle money and possessions. In the Gospels alone, 288 verses deal directly with the subject 
of money. 


Reading 2: Luke 21:1-4 

The Widow’s Offering


As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also 
saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor 
widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in all she had to live on.”


We see here that Jesus observes the givers. How would you feel if I watched each one of you as 
the plate went round? Uncomfortable? Don’t worry, I’m not going to! But Jesus does know how 
much you give. He knows every penny that you earn and where you choose to spend it. I think we 
may make some different decisions with our money if we remembered that He is always watching. 
Jesus knew the widow was in poverty, yet still she gave everything she could.


Jesus knows how much we give. I’m not sure how much difference the widow made to the temple 
treasury that day, but that isn’t the point. 


Whatever we give, it needs to be out of love for the Lord and not self gratification.

Whatever we give, it should be done while looking to God to supply all our needs.

Whatever we give, we should do it faithfully, whatever our circumstances.


Motive means everything with giving. God loves a cheerful giver who gives out of love and 
gratitude to Him. We shouldn’t give out of pressure to meet needs. Of course, Church of Our 
Saviour has needs - and I’ll come onto those later.  But we don’t want you to give because you 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gift-Giving-R-T-Kendall/dp/0340863315


feel pressured. We want you to give to the Lord because you have received His amazing gift of 
grace and eternal life. God gave to us his only son as a sacrifice for our sins. What can we offer in 
return?


So what does this mean in practice? I’ve pulled a few helpful tips from a book called ‘Money 
counts’ by Graham Beynon:


Give thoughtfully 
Don’t rush, carefully think and consider what is an appropriate amount for you to commit to. Pray 
and allow God to guide you when coming to your decision.


Give regularly 
Don’t slip into ad-hoc giving. Set money aside at the start of the month or week, depending on 
how you budget. Use standing orders, so it’s automatically taken from your bank account. If we 
don’t we can lapse into not giving the amount we originally intended.


Give purposefully 
Give with intent. The money you give means ministry that is done or care that is given to 
someone. Don’t give just because you think you should. Pray for those that you are giving to.


Give secretly 
Jesus said in Matthew 6: “when you give, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. When you give, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

We are not giving to impress others.


Give as a church 
Our primary giving should be to our church, for its support and wider distribution. Use tithing as a 
method of working out how much you should give. Giving to other charities should be on top of 
this.


Let’s consider how Church of Our Saviour would look if our whole congregation gave 10% of their 
income to support it.


We’d have a fully supported minister.

We’d have a fully maintained building worthy of our worship to God.

We’d have a fully equipped church for mission in Chelmer Village, Chancellor Park and beyond.


Let’s think about what we could do with the overflow!


Talk part 2


Let’s watch a clip from Despicable Me. If you haven’t seen the film, Gru is a villain trying to steal 
the moon. He’s just returned from a visit to the Bank to secure funding to build a rocket. 


Video clip https://youtu.be/2ezWd1Fmxww


I’d like to think we have better motives for raising money than Gru and his minions!


Just like any household, as a church we have regular financial commitments. And, I’m talking 
specifically to members of this church, we have made a commitment to support the church 
finances. I’m going to take you through some facts and figures. It’s going to be very high level - 
and the figures are based on data from Jan-Sep 2019. 


https://youtu.be/2ezWd1Fmxww


I know this may be the part where you’re tempted to drift off, but it’s really important that as 
members of this church all we have an understanding of the size of our incomings and outgoings.


Review slides [available as a download here]


There are two things I want you to take away with you this morning:


1 - A pledge sheet.  

Our stewards are going to hand out Pledge sheets when they take the collection later on. There 
are details of how to setup a regular standing order, and an opportunity for us to claim Gift Aid on 
your behalf at no extra cost to you. You just need to be a UK tax payer. Please tick this box if 
that’s applicable to you.


Please take some time this week to review your finances. Even if you already give regularly. Pray 
and listen to Gods promptings. Prioritise what you choose to spend your money on each month. 
As I mentioned earlier, it’s helpful to take your giving out of your budget at the beginning of the 
month, rather than giving God the leftovers at the end of the month. God doesn’t want our 
leftovers. As a guide, try working towards a 10% tithe of your income. 


As we heard in our second reading, our giving is relative. In comparison to some countries or even 
other areas of the UK we are incredibly rich.  With increased wealth, it can be harder to give the 
right proportion to God. We can end up putting our trust and reliance in money rather than God. 
From personal experience, it’s easily done.


We should be giving in secret, and we should not be concerned about what others are 
contributing. God knows our hearts and our finances, He knows how much we are able give. 


Return your pledge sheet to myself or our treasurer, Jeffrey next week.


2 - Frogs. 



I want to share with you a riddle that Nicky Gumbal used for one of his Bible in One Year 
commentaries. There were 3 frogs sitting on a log. One of the frogs decides to jump off the log. 
How many frogs are left on the log.


http://www.churchoos.org.uk/uploads/files/talk-slides-260120.pdf
http://www.churchoos.org.uk/uploads/files/Pledge-Sheet.pdf
http://www.churchoos.org.uk/uploads/files/SO_mandate_2020.pdf


There are still 3. Deciding to do something, and actually taking some action are 2 very different 
things. Please don’t come back next week still sitting on the log.


Lets pray 

Heavenly Father. All powerful and ever present. Help each one of us this week as we review our 
finances.  Help us to make decisions about our giving and follow through with action. We 
acknowledge that everything we receive is a blessing from you. We’re sorry when we put our 
reliance on money instead of you. Help us to glorify you with our giving. You promise that if we 
bring the whole tithe into the church, you will throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 


Help us to be a church that has a building worthy to honour and praise you. 

Help us to be a church that supports the work of our ministers and mission in our diocese. 

Help us to be church that gives abundantly to the poor and needy in our community.


In the precious name of your resurrected son, Jesus Christ, Amen.


Downloads


• Pledge sheet

• Standing order form

• Slides - Church of Our Saviour financials

http://www.churchoos.org.uk/uploads/files/Pledge-Sheet.pdf
http://www.churchoos.org.uk/uploads/files/SO_mandate_2020.pdf
http://www.churchoos.org.uk/uploads/files/talk-slides-260120.pdf

