
Sunday Worship May 3rd 2020  ‘Finding Pasture’  

Readings – 1 Peter 2:19-25 & John 10:1-10 

Rev. Mandy Hewson & Chris Lonsdale  

A warm welcome to Church of Our Saviour as we join together 
in worship of our God, Father Son and Holy Spirit. 

Our theme for today is ‘Finding Pasture’ and I will lead you 
through the service as we go.  There will be an opportunity for 
us to worship, to pray, to hear God’s Word and to listen to what 
he may want to say to us through the talk that Chris has 
prepared.  

Lets begin by letting go of those things that are filling our minds 
with anxious thoughts and fears, and instead focus on our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

A call to worship 

Jesus says ‘I am the gate’  Come and be loved 
Come, and receive peace, Come and find life… 

We come to you Lord God in penitence for what we have done, 
or failed to do. 
We come to you in anticipation for what you offer to us.  
We come to you in hope, for we know you will give us abundant 
life.  Amen.  

Our first reading today is taken from 1 Peter 2: 19- 25, and 
is taken from the Message Bible.  In this we are encouraged 
to live a life of integrity, holding to the values of our faith in the 
midst of suffering…..  

The Kind of Life He Lived 

18-20 You who are servants, be good servants to your masters
—not just to good masters, but also to bad ones. What counts is 
that you put up with it for God’s sake when you’re treated badly 
for no good reason. There’s no particular virtue in accepting 
punishment that you well deserve. But if you’re treated badly for 
good behavior and continue in spite of it to be a good servant, 
that is what counts with God. 

21-25 This is the kind of life you’ve been invited into, the kind of 
life Christ lived. He suffered everything that came his way so 
you would know that it could be done, and also know how to do 
it, step-by-step. 

He never did one thing wrong, 
Not once said anything amiss. 

They called him every name in the book and he said nothing 
back. He suffered in silence, content to let God set things right. 
He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so we 
could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His wounds became 
your healing. You were lost sheep with no idea who you were or 
where you were going. Now you’re named and kept for good by 
the Shepherd of your souls. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God  
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We continue in our worship now by praising God in the form of a 
song.  Feel free to sing along or just listen and let the words and 
music minister to you.    After this, we will hear our second bible 
reading and Chris will preach to us on God’s word.  

The Lord’s my Shepherd (Townend) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-eIQQayhpak 

2nd reading taken from the Message Bible  

He Calls His Sheep by Name 

10 1-5 “Let me set this before you as plainly as I can. If a person 
climbs over or through the fence of a sheep pen instead of going 
through the gate, you know he’s up to no good—a sheep rustler! 
The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The gatekeeper opens 
the gate to him and the sheep recognize his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he gets them all 
out, he leads them and they follow because they are familiar 
with his voice. They won’t follow a stranger’s voice but will 
scatter because they aren’t used to the sound of it.” 
6-10 Jesus told this simple story, but they had no idea what he 
was talking about. So he tried again. “I’ll be explicit, then. I am 
the Gate for the sheep. All those others are up to no good—
sheep stealers, every one of them. But the sheep didn’t listen to 
them. I am the Gate. Anyone who goes through me will be cared 
for—will freely go in and out, and find pasture. A thief is only 
there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real 
and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of. 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Talk by Chris Lonsdale 

Today we’ll look at an albeit very well known passage but 
one I think is perhaps rather obscure where Jesus is at his 
most cryptic. I’m going to use The Message throughout as I 
feel the scriptures we dip into actually help make the 
context and understanding a little easier to follow so lets 
dip in and start by briefly contextualising the John reading.  

Jesus and the Pharisees have clashed again as they have 
rebuked the healing of a blind man: One of the things the 
Pharisees say in response to the now healed man’s 
question about whether they are seeking to be disciples of 
Jesus is ‘we are disciples of Moses’! As the man and Jesus 
meet again, with Pharisees in the crowd, Jesus introduces 
himself as the Son of Man and instead of giving a direct 
answer to the Pharisee questions about being spiritually 
blind he suddenly turns the discussion into one involving 
shepherds and thieves and robbers and watchmen...  

Perhaps a strange twist to the dialogue... but his message 
has resonance with what has just occurred and what 
continues to unfold, it’s an opportunity for Jesus to teach. 
So how do we fit it together, what does he mean and how 
does it relate to the words of Peter? 

In the Middle East around this time, it was common for 
shepherds to bring their flocks to one central sheepfold in 
an evening. There would be several flocks in these 
sheepfolds as shepherds would gather from around the 
hills. It was common for the gate to be guarded by a 
watchman each night. As morning dawned each shepherd 
would come and call their flock from the fold and move on. 
The sheep, despite being together, would know the call/
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whistle of their master and would leave when called. So the 
picture that Jesus presents to his listeners would have 
made sense in the context of the day, however his 
metaphors were occasionally lost on the crowd and I have 
found this one a little tricky as well.  

First of all, this is not the first time the Pharisees and Jesus 
have engaged and debated - in John 5 he says to them 

• You have your heads in your Bibles constantly 
because you think you’ll find eternal life there. 
But you miss the forest for the trees. These 
Scriptures are all about me! And here I am, 
standing right before you, and you aren’t willing 
to receive from me the life you say you want. 

• 41-44 “I’m not interested in crowd approval. And 
do you know why? Because I know you and 
your crowds. I know that love, especially God’s 
love, is not on your working agenda. I came 
with the authority of my Father, and you either 
dismiss me or avoid me. If another came, acting 
self-important, you would welcome him with 
open arms. How do you expect to get anywhere 
with God when you spend all your time 
jockeying for position with each other, ranking 
your rivals and ignoring God? 

• 45-47 “But don’t think I’m going to accuse you 
before my Father. Moses, in whom you put so 

much stock, is your accuser. If you believed, 
really believed, what Moses said, you would 
believe me. He wrote of me. If you won’t take 
seriously what he wrote, how can I expect you 
to take seriously what I speak?” 

So he calls them out about their discipleship of Moses 
even before they make this statement again to the newly 
healed man who was blind. The searching of the scriptures 
is an important point as I think it addresses what Jesus is 
exactly trying to put across to his listeners, and I believe he 
dearly wanted the Pharisees to engage and accept him - 
just look at how he and Nicodemus spoke so deeply. Jesus 
is always referring to himself in scripture, he is always 
teaching that the prophecies are regarding him.  

In the passage Jesus seems to be saying that there have 
been different ways to hear the voice of God and have his 
message take root in our hearts, lets just read verses 1-10 
again  

• Let me set this before you as plainly as I can. If 
a person climbs over or through the fence of a 
sheep pen instead of going through the gate, 
you know he’s up to no good—a sheep rustler! 
The shepherd walks right up to the gate. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate to him and the 
sheep recognize his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When he 
gets them all out, he leads them and they follow 
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because they are familiar with his voice. They 
won’t follow a stranger’s voice but will scatter 
because they aren’t used to the sound of it.” 

• 6-10 Jesus told this simple story, but they had 
no idea what he was talking about. So he tried 
again. “I’ll be explicit, then. I am the Gate for the 
sheep. All those others are up to no good—
sheep stealers, every one of them. But the 
sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the Gate. 
Anyone who goes through me will be cared for
—will freely go in and out, and find pasture. A 
thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came so they can have real and eternal life, 
more and better life than they ever dreamed of. 

So Jesus calls himself the gate but at this stage he does 
not call himself the shepherd. Now in Old Testament 
scripture Israel is widely regarded to be the sheep of God’s 
pasture so I think the shepherds mentioned in verses 2-6 
are the prophets and kings of Israel. The tribes of Judah 
and Israel would often hear and know the voice of God 
speaking through their prophets or their leaders, it was 
common for the word of God to be carried and shared by 
people, but equally there were plenty of times where the 
message fell on deaf ears, when the people listened to the 
wrong voice - that of those who did not come through the 
gate and the results would inevitably end with disasters 
befalling the people (or sheep) - Moses with the first set of 
stone tablets or when Israel was removed to Assyria or 
Judah to Babylon -  

As Jesus chastises the Pharisees we become clear that he 
is saying that his coming has tied up the covenant of God’s 
law with Israel. He is the completion of the law. Matthew 5 
verse 17 

• Don’t suppose for a minute that I have come to 
demolish the Scriptures—either God’s Law or 
the Prophets. I’m not here to demolish but to 
complete. I am going to put it all together, pull it 
all together in a vast panorama. 

Jesus of course goes onto describe himself as the 
shepherd to whom all flocks will hear and can follow - Now 
all can be redeemed and even Moses and the prophets are 
aware of this (which is why Jesus challenge to the 
Pharisees about Moses is so pertinent), The Old Testament 
leaders spoke God's word, Christ was the gate that they 
used to communicate with their people and Christ was the 
one who they knew would come and now Jesus is here we 
can all have a seat at the table, regardless of which flock 
we belong to.  

As a church however we also must be careful. There are 
plenty of teachers out there delivering sermons in Jesus 
name but for their own gain. We must be sure that what we 
are listening to is His word, presented through the gateway 
that is Him, and not the words of any stranger, or sheep 
hustler. We must test the spirits. We have the privilege to 
come to God through Christ. We don’t need an 
intermediary, a pope, a priest, a vicar - even through this 
interregnum we can come directly to the Father through the 
Son. A vicar would obviously make a lot of practical things 
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easier, don’t get me wrong, but through Christ’s covenant 
we are free to come, to pray and to be in Gods presence. 
Matthew 23 verses 8-10 makes this clear. 

You all have a single Teacher, and you are all classmates. 
Don’t set people up as experts over your life, letting them 
tell you what to do. Save that authority for God; let him tell 
you what to do. No one else should carry the title of 
‘Father’; you have only one Father, and he’s in heaven. 
And don’t let people manoeuvre you into taking charge of 
them. There is only one Life-Leader for you and them—
Christ. 

So where do Peter’s words fit into this? The Peter passage 
is a reminder that Christ is our gateway, our access.... he 
speaks of the truth of Christ throughout this entire letter 
and here he reminds us just of how he has laid down his 
life for the sheep and not abandoned them when the 
wolves come. There is no credit in doing what is wrong and 
then inevitably being penalised for it. If we are to follow the 
voice of a stranger we can only expect to end up lost. We 
can lose our money giving to wrong causes, we can lose 
our way, listening to false doctrine and we can 
misunderstand teaching if it does not come through the 
gateway, the source of all. John and the book of Acts 
teaches that only some of the Jewish people listened to the 
voice and today still, others may not hear, or choose not to 
hear and go in their own direction. This of course is what 
has happened in our world as we create different gods or 
deny God's very existence.  

It is the truth that matters and it is the truth that we must 
hold to, despite the struggles that it may sometimes bring. 

In the opening chapter of 1 Peter - from verse 10 he says  

10-12 The prophets who told us this was coming asked a 
lot of questions about this gift of life God was preparing. 
The Messiah’s Spirit let them in on some of it—that the 
Messiah would experience suffering, followed by glory. 
They clamoured to know who and when. All they were told 
was that they were serving you, you who by orders from 
heaven have now heard for yourselves—through the Holy 
Spirit—the Message of those prophecies fulfilled. 

Jesus is the gateway, he is who was talked about 
throughout the entire OT scriptures. Stuart spoke to us last 
week about The road to Emmaus where Jesus taught 
these disciples about himself - Why can’t you simply 
believe all that the prophets said? Don’t you see that these 
things had to happen, that the Messiah had to suffer and 
only then enter into his glory?” Then he started at the 
beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went on through 
all the Prophets, pointing out everything in the Scriptures 
that referred to him. - he is recognised through the 
scriptures, he has always been the gateway into the fold, 
even before he was with us on this earth. False teachers 
are not the way. Christ redeems everything, is in everything 
- this is the Supremacy of Christ being taught, He was 
there before any of it came into existence and holds it all 
together right up to this moment as it says in Colossians or 
from Romans 1 Open your eyes and there it is! By taking a 
long and thoughtful look at what God has created, people 
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have always been able to see what their eyes as such 
can’t see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of 
his divine being. 

You see, Jesus' message as the gateway is clearly a nod 
to him being the way, the truth and the life. Prior to him, the 
prophets, the holy men of Israel and the kings were how 
God’s voice was shared, they shepherded his flock. 
Through Christ however, we can all hear his voice, we are 
all able to become part of the flock. We are vines grafted 
into the tree, as I have previously spoken about. Ephesians 
2 says this so clearly: 

It was only yesterday that you outsiders to God’s ways had 
no idea of any of this, didn’t know the first thing about the 
way God works, hadn’t the faintest idea of Christ. You 
knew nothing of that rich history of God’s covenants and 
promises in Israel, hadn’t a clue about what God was doing 
in the world at large. Now because of Christ—dying that 
death, shedding that blood—you who were once out of it 
altogether are in on everything. 

14-15 The Messiah has made things up between us so that 
we’re now together on this, both non-Jewish outsiders and 
Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep 
each other at a distance. He repealed the law code that 
had become so clogged with fine print and footnotes that it 
hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. 
Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated 
by centuries of animosity and suspicion, he created a new 
kind of human being, a fresh start for everybody. 

16-18 Christ brought us together through his death on the 
cross. The Cross got us to embrace, and that was the end 
of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you 
outsiders and peace to us insiders. He treated us as 
equals, and so made us equals. Through him we both 
share the same Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 

I have spoken previously on the requirement to be ONE 
church, to not only be justified in our faith but also to 
become sanctified as we act through our faith to bear fruit 
and we must do this through Christ if we want our fruit to 
be good - Matt 7 15-20  

15-20 “Be wary of false preachers who smile a lot, dripping 
with practiced sincerity. Chances are they are out to rip you 
off some way or other. Don’t be impressed with charisma; 
look for character. Who preachers are is the main thing, not 
what they say. A genuine leader will never exploit your 
emotions or your pocketbook. These diseased trees with 
their bad apples are going to be chopped down and 
burned. 

In John 17 Jesus prays for the world  
for those who will believe in me 
Because of them and their witness about me. 
The goal is for all of them to become one heart and mind— 
Just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
So they might be one heart and mind with us. 
Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me. 

Just as he goes onto teach in John 10  
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You need to know that I have other sheep in addition to 
those in this pen. I need to gather and bring them, too. 
They’ll also recognise my voice. Then it will be one flock, 
one Shepherd. 

To conclude I want to reference Ignatius, one of the church 
fathers, who in a letter to the church of Smyrna speaks of 
heretics who have been persuaded ‘neither by the 
prophecies, not by the law of Moses, nor by the gospel’ 
and describes that the best defence against false teaching 
‘is to pay heed to the prophets and especially the gospel, in 
which the passion has been revealed and the resurrection 
accomplished.’ It is this that will ensure we enter through 
the gateway and avoid those who climb in by some other 
way. 

We move now into a time of Prayers of thanksgiving and 
intercession  

I will close each prayer with the words Lord Jesus hear us, if you 
would like to respond then please reply with Lord mercifully hear 
us…  

Lord Jesus hear us, Lord mercifully hear us. 

Heavenly Father, we turn our hearts to you. You are utterly 
faithful, and you have never failed us. Grant us hope, strength 
and mercy in our time of need. Enable us to throw our cares 
onto you, our mighty God. 
 
We pray for those touched by the coronavirus, those who face 
sorrow, fear, illness and isolation. We ask for compassion, love, 
healing, and kindness. Make us a people living in your perfect 
love that we may drive away fear.  
 
Lord Jesus hear us. Lord mercifully hear us  
 
We pray for wisdom and clarity for those making key decisions, 
for scientists, medical experts, politicians and public health 
officials. We pray for acts of kindness to spread in every 
community. 
Enable us to be quick to see need and respond in gracious and 
loving ways. Take us through this time of trial. 
 
Lord Jesus hear us, Lord mercifully hear us  

Lord, we thank you that you are the one who never leaves us. 
On mountain top or deepest valley, you lead and sustain us; you 
are our Shepherd… 
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We offer up to you those who face the greatest challenges in 
this season: people with underlying health issues, the weak and 
the elderly, those with disability, those caring for children and 
adults with special needs, the lonely and the fearful. Lord may 
your presence bring strength, hope and peace. For you are our 
Shepherd. 

Lord Jesus hear us Lord mercifully hear us  
 
We thank you for all those in health care settings across the 
world: those who may be risking their own health to keep people 
safe, those overwhelmed and exhausted by the demands 
placed upon them. Lord give them encouragement, energy and 
wisdom. 
 
For you are our Shepherd, and we trust in you. 

Lord Jesus hear us.  Lord mercifully hear us  
 
I invite you now, to join in with the prayer which Jesus taught us.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come,  Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours 
now and for ever.  Amen 
Before we draw this service to a close, please be aware that 
whilst our church building is closed, the activities of the church 
family are not.  If you would like prayer or practical support 

please get in touch – you can find our contact details on our 
website at churchoos.org.uk. We would love to hear from you. 

I’m now going to say a prayer of blessing, and then there will be 
a worship song for you to listen to, or sing along to. (Crowder let 
it rain, is Anyone there) 

Go forth into the world in peace; 
Be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good, render to no 
one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help the afflicted, 
honour everyone.  
Love and serve the Lord rejoicing in the power of his Holy Spirit. 
And the blessing of God, the Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit 
be with you this day and always.  Amen.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slrDpwoyP6Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzguGPYYeTY 
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