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Rev. Mandy Hewson  

Gathering Prayer 
Dear Lord, as we gather in your Name,  listen to us and bring us 
peace.  Be our rock and our refuge,  that we may be made 
strong.  Let your face shine upon us, that we might show our 
love. Amen.  

Song: I raise a Hallelujah https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=G2XtRuPfaAU 

1st Reading: 1 Peter 2: 1-10  
2nd Reading: John 14: 1-14  

Talk As we listen to this account we get a sense of the ups and 
downs that the followers of Jesus have experienced over the 
past weeks.  There is excitement as Jesus enters Jerusalem, 
the deepest grief when he is crucified.  The amazement at his 
resurrection and now after spending time with them he is talking 
of going away – again!  Life would never be the same. 

And looking back over the past few weeks, perhaps that’s how 
we’ve been feeling… One minute it felt as if everything was 
going on as usual -and then the next life as we know it changed. 
And yet its important to remember that just as Jesus remained 
faithful to his disciples, he remains faithful to us.  He did not 

abandon them and he won’t abandon us.  Instead he continues 
to be our ever present help in times of trouble (psalm 46), our 
comfort and our guide.  

Today’s readings are full of things I could talk about, but in the 
main I have chosen to focus on just 10 key words said by Jesus- 
They come  from our gospel reading verse 6  ‘ I am the Way, 
and the Truth and the Life’ (John 14:6) 

Let’s begin with ‘The Way’ 

When you or I speak of ‘the way’ it tends to relate to finding a 
route to somewhere, but in times past it didn’t refer as much to a 
sign post but a physical path or a road…  A track through the 
countryside perhaps, which was trodden over time, and marked 
by footprints from all sorts of people, who went about their 
business day by day…. And this helps us to understand that 
when Jesus was saying ‘ I am the way’, he wasn’t referring to 
himself as a sort of signpost with ‘ to God’  written on it… He 
was saying ‘I am God’ follow me as you walk along the path of 
your life’   

Now as you know, I love to read, but with the libraries closed 
I’ve been revisiting books already sitting on my shelves. And 
because of this I’ve been reminded of just how much information 
you can obtain from a footprint..  These days forensic teams can 
not only  work out what type of shoe the person wore  but how 
much they were likely to have weighed, as well as how tall they 
were. They can even narrow their search down further  to male 
or female and even the ethnicity of the person.  However,  as 
much as all this helps an investigation, other methods have to 
be used to determine the character of anyone, or indeed if  they 
were responsible for a crime…   
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And that got me thinking – what might they find out from a 
footprint left behind by Jesus himself?  Of course, it’s highly 
unlikely that a physical footprint giving us details of Jesus’ height 
and weight could be found!  But let’s think about it a bit 
differently, what if his footprint left behind something more 
amazing than a mark on the ground?   

When we look and read about the person of Jesus we see 
something remarkable.  A person without sin ,who lived his life 
on earth in a way which reflected his Godly nature.  If we were 
able to look at his footprint then surely we would see, wisdom, 
kindness, gentleness, patience, peace, love, joy, goodness and 
much more…  and surely we would want to emulate that 
footprint more than any other that has come before or since…  
(Galatians 5: 22-23)  

When Jesus spoke about walking the way, he was exampling 
the path which we should tread as we go through life.  At the 
end of the day, our physical attributes are not important, its how 
we interact with others that makes a difference.  And surely, if 
there were anyone we should want to copy – it should be Jesus 
himself!  

 ‘The truth’  

One of the problems with translating the original bible was that 
there were many words in Greek or Hebrew that can only be 
translated as one word in English.  And so when we hear the 
word truth we think about facts, whereas the word which was 
used most often in the New Testament spoke more about the 
essence or heart of the matter.   The problem is that each of us 
have a limited view of truth. .. for example different people at a 

road traffic incident might see different things.  Even when 
everyone at the scene tell the truth of what they saw, their 
environment and their understanding of the situation will inform 
what they believed happened.  Its up to the police to determine 
what lies behind the truths that witnesses share and find out 
what really took place.  

The only One who is not limited by time, space or situation is 
God himself.  Only he has perfect knowledge of all things.  John 
1: 17 tells us that ‘the law was given through Moses, grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ’.  You see God shows us all we 
need to know – all that our feeble brains can understand – 
through his Son Jesus.  The Christian Author David Winter 
writes that ‘When we read scripture we see that Jesus – fully 
God and fully man – is the source of truth that has a truer 
knowledge of  all things, and an understanding of the whole 
picture’ 

So when Jesus speaks of being the truth, he is saying that 
knowing him is at the heart of the matter.  Facts are one thing, 
but they cannot give us the whole truth.  Being in relationship 
with Jesus however , gives us so much more.  He is the truth 
that gives our life meaning, purpose.  He is the truth who will set 
us free!  

The Life  

There are lots of ways we use the word ‘life’ in our everyday 
speech, but for the purposes of this talk I want us to focus on 
the way we might speak of another person as being full of life. .. 
It describes someone who is enjoying living life to the full, and 
this is indeed the sort of life that Jesus offers to us… 
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Just as with the word ‘truth’ the writers of the new testament had 
various words to choose from when they reflected on what 
Jesus said , and most often they used ‘Zoe’  This - at its core 
-means much more than just being alive -  at its deepest level  it 
means life in the way God is alive – what we think of as Eternal 
life.  

Now, if I were to ask you what the first few words of the bible 
were, I’m sure you would know them as ‘In the beginning God 
created’ -  And so begins life in all its forms… God the Father, 
and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit were all active in the 
creation of life in the air, on the earth and beneath the earth.  
And so Jesus is able to say ‘ I am the life’. 

And yet there is more!  Because as God is timeless – eternal-
then when Jesus offers us life he isn’t just talking about our 
earthly life, but our eternal life.  When we follow Jesus, then we 
can know fullness of life both now and for all time.  How 
amazing is that!  

(Pause ) 

One of the most striking aspects of the pandemic we are living 
through, is that we are being faced with our own mortality on a 
global scale. In the UK we have rarely had to face death in this 
kind of way -  And it’s scary.    

With that in mind then, I want you to consider something rather 
challenging.  What sort of footprint do you think you will leave 
behind when you eventually go home to our Father in heaven?  
Will it be the same shape as the one left by Jesus, full of hope 
and kindness, love and grace? …. And if at the moment your 
footprint doesn’t quite have the shape and markings that you 

would like, then can I encourage you to prayerfully consider 
what changes you might make? 

In our reading from 1 Peter 2 verses 9 & 12,  we are 
encouraged to live as a chosen people who belong to God and 
who declare His praise. ..Peter beseeches us to live such good 
lives that those around us see our good deeds and in turn glorify 
God themselves.   

Surely these are the footprints we want to be known by.  And 
how do we do that ?  Well simply we place our feet as closely as 
we can to the footsteps left by Jesus himself – the Way, the 
Truth and the life.  Only then will we be able to live our lives – 
both earthly and eternal – with purpose, meaning -  and to the  
full.  

Lord Jesus, help us to follow your path, believe your truth and 
live your life. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 
Forgive us, loving Lord,  that we have strayed from your way. 
Forgive us for the times our lives have not been shaped by your 
truth.  
Forgive us for denying your life in us and in others, by the way 
we have lived. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the 
Life.  Amen.  

Song:  Goodness of God  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-f4MUUMWMV4 

Intercessional Prayer   
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The Lord’s Prayer        

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom 
come, Your  will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever. Amen.  

Act of Spiritual Communion  
  
O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the 
world and across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, 
hearing your holy Word and receiving the Precious Body 
and Blood of your dear Son, I offer you praise and 
thanksgiving. Even though I am exiled from tasting the 
Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup of Life I pray that 
you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son 
who gave his life for us.  

Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit 
that I may be filled with your presence.  

Jesus, as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the 
woman who could not touch your body, so may the soul of your 
servant be healed, for though I cannot receive you in the 
sacrament I can, through this offering of my prayer, receive you 
in my heart; grant this for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

O Lord and heavenly Father, we your humble servants entirely 
desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching 
you to grant, that by the merits and death of your Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all your whole 
Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his passion. Amen.  

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain 
with us always. Amen 

Closing Song; The Blessing  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PUtll3mNj5U 
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