
 

Sunday 28th June  2020 ‘ In the name of….’ 
Service of Spiritual Communion 
Rev. Mandy Hewson & Chris Lonsdale 

Gathering Prayer 
O God, your Spirit draws us into your presence,  
and so we come – drawn by love, upheld by grace – 
to encounter Jesus, our Saviour. 
We know him as our master. 
We know him as our friend. 
In him we see the Father, whose love sent Jesus to us. 
Spirit, Son and Father,  
we draw close in faith to offer our praise and worship. 
Amen. 

1st Reading: Matthew 10: 40-42  
2nd Reading: Jeremiah 28: 5-9  

Talk by Chris Lonsdale  

I’ve got three short points to make this morning. They will 
hopefully fit together and relate directly to one another. 
 
Point 1 - God’s timing is His alone (but we have the kingdom) 
Point 2 - Where we go, the kingdom comes with us 
Point 3 - Things will go wrong if we try to do it alone (the 
kingdom without the king) 
 
1. God's timing is his alone (but we have the Kingdom) 

 
We live in strange times. I guess that during every time before 
this people said this... but it seems to me that we are living 
through a significant time of change. 
Our old cultures are dying and have been for a while (I’d say 
since the late 1970s). How often do you hear people say ‘it was 
appropriate back then’ regarding a tv show, a stand-up comic 
etc. Movements are quick to shut down discrepancies of the 
past and sometimes they are absolutely valid to do so. But we 
are certainly living in a time of change. We now talk of a ‘new 
normal’ but we don’t know what our world will look like in the 
medium to long term. We in the church seek spiritual impact. 
We seek real change. 
 
However churches seem to be static, numbers are smaller, 
discussions take place about some closing their doors. We have 
a record number of vicar vacancies in Essex, we are completing 
surveys for the new Bishop, yet to be appointed... we ourselves 
are coming up on two years without a vicar. We meet for prayer, 
we see the turbulent news and we perhaps think - Will our 
prayers be answered? is God coming? Are we approaching the 
‘end times’?  
But God's timing is His own. 
 
Before times of renewal or revival God listens to the prayers of 
his people. This has been the way of human relationships with 
Him from the very beginning. He listens and he responds, but 
sometimes things happen that make his response take longer 
than we, in the midst of it, feel it should. A podcast I’ve been 
enjoying speaks of the waiting like a wave receding from the 
shore, building and turning and the longer the tide is out, the 
greater impact it will have on the shore when it comes back in. It 
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is for God to decide if we are to see an outpouring of his Spirit of 
if we are to wait longer, but it is down to us to act in the right way 
as we wait. God is not static, He moves and we have even read 
of negotiations with His people. In Exodus 32 Moses has to 
plead with God not to destroy the Israelites. Abraham had to 
wait for a son (and ultimately couldn’t), Jacob had to wait for a 
wife, Joseph had to wait in prison. Numbers 32 God opts to 
leave an entire generation outside of the land promised to them. 
40 years of waiting. 
Claire told us last week that Jeremiah had already been 
prophesying for 30 years before he saw some of his words 
come to fruition. And then with Hananiah today who prophesies 
that Israel will be back in the land within two years, it is actually 
another 70 years before they leave Babylon. 
 
But in each these extended moments of waiting, in each of 
these places where his people are we read that God stays with 
them. If we read on in Jeremiah the next chapter goes on to 
outline a letter Jeremiah sends to the exiled people of Israel 
‘Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Marry and have sons and daughters. Increase in 
number there; do not decrease. Seek the peace and prosperity 
of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord 
for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.’  
Amazing instructions for captives... 
 
Therefore we must always remember that:  
 
2. Where we go, the kingdom comes with us 
 
If we are to be received by anyone we are expected to go. We 
have to get up and move, talk, share, pray, be together (even 

via zoom). This is the STORY OF SCRIPTURE - GOD being 
PRESENT WITH PEOPLE and EXPANDING HIS PRESENCE 
THROUGH SENDING HUMANS OUT to share his reality. 
So we can know that God is always with us, history tells us this. 
But we need to act and respond through His word, not on our 
own as we will come to shortly. 
 
You must know that God asks us to include everyone - this is 
how we can be seen to show Christ and how others can see 
Him in us. His law has always been such - and is often detailed 
extensively in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy... This 
is made clear regularly throughout the Torah but in particular 
Leviticus 19 v 33/34 
‘When an alien lives with you in your land, do not ill-treat him. 
The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-
born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am 
the Lord your God.’ 
 
I would imagine that most people have heard the phrase ‘love 
your neighbour as yourself’ but perhaps it is less common to 
know that Jesus is speaking directly from Leviticus 19. 
Leviticus 19 includes a version of the 10 commandments but 
when it comes to ideas about one’s neighbour it expands on the 
idea that to love one's neighbour one is required to reproach 
them if they act wrongly in the eyes of God. This idea of 
righteously providing correction or perhaps tactfully reproving a 
wayward citizen (or stranger) has been removed in our modern 
day understanding of the phrase ‘love your neighbour’ where it 
tends to imply total acceptance. In a recent book I read on the 
Torah it says [and I paraphrase for the sake of time]: 
 ‘Westerners tend to highlight ethics over ritual and view religion 
as a matter of personal preference. However Leviticus 
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conceptualises holiness as a unity of proper ethical and ritual 
conduct and it affirms that religion is not a private matter 
between each individual and God... The priestly authors of 
Leviticus... envision life as an ongoing encounter between the 
sacred community and the Divine... an individual who sins 
against God, whether it be due to a ritual or ethical lapse, also 
offends and harms his or her community. And when an 
individual offends or harms a fellow citizen [or stranger] in 
whatever matter - criminal, civil or moral, it is offensive to God 
as well as the wider community ’ 
 
Our love for our neighbour must be all encompassing, inclusive 
of everyone and unconditional, but we must also be confident in 
the truth we carry or we will never be accepted and in turn nor 
will Christ. Just look at our world... we have not, as his people 
and his creation, shown this inclusivity and we have an ongoing 
terrible fallout of race wars, culture wars, language wars, 
personal wars... but if we do what we have been called to do? 
 
Well the rewards are great for those who receive us - and this is 
crucial! Listen to Jesus in Matthew - ‘Anyone who receives a 
prophet will receive a prophets reward, and anyone who 
receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man, will 
receive a righteous man’s reward’ 
 
The reward worthy of a prophet or a righteous man - he who 
gives God's messengers the simple gift of hospitality will receive 
no less a reward than the prophet or the righteous themselves. 
Reward in abundance. 
 
However, this equally does not mean that we are accepting of 
everything in our culture... and this is the tricky bit I guess. Paul 

says in 1 Corinthians 10 v 23 ‘Everything is permissible, but not 
everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible, but not 
everything is constructive’ And as such: 
 
3. Things go wrong if we try to act alone (the kingdom without 
the king) 
 
Our world in the west is post Christian, not unchristian. The 
German philosopher Juergen HABERMAS said 
‘Universalistic egalitarianism, from which sprang the ideals of 
freedom and a collective life in solidarity, the autonomous 
conduct of life and emancipation, the individual morality of 
conscience, human rights, and democracy, is the direct legacy 
of the Judaic ethic of justice and the Christian ethic of love. This 
legacy, substantially unchanged, has been the object of 
continual critical appropriation and reinterpretation. To this day 
there is no alternative to it... we continue to draw on the 
substance of this heritage.’ 
 
In other words, for the good we see across our world, we have 
God and his instructions to his people to thank. Yes, of course 
there can be counter arguments but I would be comfortable 
saying that each and every time that Christianity can be called 
out and criticised it is because people have failed to follow 
God's laws and God's teachings properly, misinterpreting it for 
their own purpose and trying to create the kingdom without the 
king. 
 
We are seeing really incredible tensions in our culture at the 
moment. The west is in crisis. Some even talk of civil war! I think 
when we view the United States of America particularly we see 
a culture that looks close to collapse as two sides battle 
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intensely and prop each other up as they do so. We want 
egalitarianism, we want justice, we want righteousness, we want 
peace but the more we try to right past wrongs and take a 
virtuous position, it seems the more tangled things become. 
Why is this? 
 
Because we continue to seek the kingdom without the king. 
People are searching but a lot of the time they don’t know what 
for. The peace we seek is built on a loose foundation because 
we do not solve the problem at the root. We are so far adrift 
from the way we have been created to live - in worship and 
togetherness that we cannot solve it quickly. Hananiah tried this 
in our reading today - you will have peace within two years he 
said, but it took 70... because God’s timing is his own and we 
have to trust in him, wait on him and act in accordance with his 
laws. The more we do this, the more likely it is that the kingdom 
will spread. 
 
 There is a Hebrew word for Righteousness ‘tsedeq’, which 
covers the idea that it is through living how God has taught us 
that brings a moral truth, a justice seen in God and in Christ that 
allows us to find peace. If we try to find peace by any other way 
we become lost, we are unable to know tsedeq as social justice, 
as righteousness, as what is right or just. It is God’s 
righteousness and God’s justice that will bring us peace and it is 
this peace that will bring prosperity to all people of all nations. In 
our current time the word peace has lost its necessary 
connection to tsedeq and we seek an absence of war, an 
abundance of tranquility but we cannot find it when we seek it 
without the king at our heart, when we ourselves remain morally 
questionable. 
 

Hananiah is called out by Jeremiah, Hananiah speaks false 
prophecy, he gives the easy answer to the people, not God's 
truth, and in turn he, nor Israel, receive the prophets' reward. 
When Israel finally listens to Jeremiah and is eventually 
restored, it comes in God’s time, and when his people follow his 
commands the peaceful periods of Israel’s history happen - the 
peaceful periods all require obedience to God’s 
commandments. 
 
We must be careful when speaking the word of God. We must 
not presume we know. A word came to me in a morning service 
some time ago, when Anne was with us, that we must thank 
God for his timing, even if we don’t understand it. Are we willing 
to wait? Are we willing to trust God’s timing, to go around again, 
to wait a generation or more? Whilst we wait for renewal, we 
must be willing to extend his kingdom here in the meantime 
through showing love to our neighbours, to be received so they 
can be blessed, and to ‘Seek the peace and prosperity of the 
city [in] which [we have been placed]... [we need to] Pray to the 
Lord for it, because if it prospers, we too will prosper.’  
And we can teach the world how his righteousness and justice 
will bring about the kingdom we all seek but with the king at its 
heart. 

Song:  Our Father Everlasting 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNiYUPsHgls  

Prayers of Intercession led by Sue Johnson 

Thank you Father God that we can come before you today.  
Wherever we are we know that you are with us and hear us.  
We thank you for your Son and the Holy Spirit, thank you for the 
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support, love and guidance given to us.  We are sorry we don’t 
always listen to you and obey you.   

Lord Jesus, we pray in your name and in the name of peace for 
the war torn countries of the world, for countries where violence 
is rife, for communities where tensions run high, particularly for 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen, may there be reconciliation. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray in your name and in the name of sorrow for the people 
of Reading, as we remember James Furlong, Joe Ritchie-
Bennett and David Wails, for those who tried to save them, and 
for the families and friends who grieve for them. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray in your name and in the name of justice for the 
marginalised people of the world, for those who are 
discriminated against, for those who are trafficked. We pray for 
those who are lonely, may they feel comforted.  We pray for 
those on the fringes of society, for those who feel rejected, for 
those who are overlooked, for those others avoid. May they 
know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

We pray in your name and in the name of gratitude for those 
who stand up for the oppressed, for those who kneel down for 
the victimised, for those who speak out for the silenced. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray in your name and in the name of love for children and 
young people, for those who are vulnerable, for those with 
special needs, for those who are carers for their parents and 
siblings.  We pray for children unable to go to school; for their 

families and those with responsibility for their education.  May 
they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray in your name and in the name of hope for economic 
challenges to be overcome, for opportunities to be embraced, 
for changes to be long lasting.   

Lord Jesus we pray in your name and in the name of faith for 
your church throughout the world, for those entrusted with 
leadership, for congregations reaching out to their communities, 
for one another to live as we pray.  We pray for Church of Our 
Saviour and we trust that you will provide us with the minister 
that you know is right for us. 

Lord in your mercy, please hear our prayers.  Amen. 

We now say together the prayer that Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and for ever.  Amen 
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Act of Spiritual Communion  

The Lord is here. The Spirit is with us.  

Prayer of Confession  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prayer of Absolution;  May the Father forgive us by the death of 
his Son, and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit all 
our days.  Amen  

Prayer of Contrition  
I love you, Jesus, my love above all things, and I repent 
with my whole heart of having offended you. Never permit 
me to separate myself from you again, grant that I may love 
you always, and then do with me what you will.  

Prayer of Spiritual Reception  
O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the 
world and across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, 
hearing your holy Word and receiving the Precious Body 
and Blood of your dear Son, we offer you praise and 
thanksgiving. Even though we are exiled from tasting the 
Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup of Life we pray that 
you will unite us with your Son who gave his life for us.  
Come Lord Jesus, dwell in us and send your Holy Spirit 
that we may be filled with your presence.  

Jesus, as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the 
woman who could not touch your body, so may the soul of your 
servants be healed, for though we cannot receive you in the 
sacrament we can, through this offering of our prayer, receive 
you in our hearts; grant this for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Closing Blessing The peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen 

Closing Song: By Faith Thank you music and Getty Music 
Stuart Townsend and Keith and Kirsten Getty  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcYBrcyJC6E  
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