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1st Bible passage: Psalm 86:11-17 read by Jill Oliver 
2nd Gospel Passage: MaLhew 13:24-30 read by David Oliver 

Today’s gospel passage is conSnued from last week, 
which is one of Jesus’s parables on sowing seeds. Jesus 
oWen told parables, where the story refers to simple 
everyday things, for example, a woman baking bread, a 
man knocking on his neighbour’s door at night, or a 
person robbing someone on a roadside.  

MaLhew was a great collector of Jesus’ parables. In his 
book, he wrote 23 parables and eleven are unique. He 
has put them more or less at the centre of his whole 
Gospel.  

Whoever read the Gospel in the early church, it must be 
relevant to them, because most of the audiences in the 
1st century were peasants, so when Jesus talked about 
seeds, birds, farmers and the harvest, they were 
amazed by his simple, yet powerful messages. They 
might think that he knows the details of farming as he 
was a carpenter himself.  

Not only for them, when children heard of Jesus’ 
invitaSon, they must have felt valuable. How about 
women, the sick and disabled people, when Jesus told a 
story and touched them physically, their hearts may 
have felt welcomed, which is probably a feeling that 
they have never experienced before.   

We can also relate to Jesus’ many parables and stories 
even though we live in the 21st century.  

According to today’s passage, there are two groups of 
people in the world- children of the kingdom and 
children of the evil one, wheat and weeds.  

It may raise the quesSon about what the line is 
between the two groups? Which group do we belong 
to?  
These quesSons may relate to last week’s passage as 
well: what kind of heart do I have: a path, a rocky place, 
thorns or good soil? If I have a mixture of different 
grounds, what would happen?  

In fact, if you refer to the parables from a dualisSc view, 
like in black and white, it is uncomfortable. We have to 
read the passage carefully.  
In the Parable of the Sower we looked at last week with 
Claire, the seed was the Word of God that is sown in 
the ground.   

The picture changes in the second parable, the seed is 
the people who are growing where they are planted in 
the world. The good seed is the people of the kingdom 
who live under the rule of God in their lives. The weeds 
are the people who place themselves the God of their 
own lives. 

In other words, the good seed of people are disciples of 
Jesus Christ who are following the way of Jesus. The 
weeds of people who represent those put themselves 
first and ignore the way of Cross.  

In Jesus’ Sme, people assumed that when the Kingdom 
of God came the Messiah would destroy the evil 
people. However, Jesus came, yet he did not destroy 
those who are evil or sinners; at that Sme, the sinners 
were the sick, non-Jews, disabled people who are not 
perfect by Moses’ law. 

When Jesus came, his teaching was so radical yet very 
clear. Jesus said, “God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16)”. Jesus’ 
invitaSon for the Kingdom of God is for everyone: Jesus 
said, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them (John 14:23)”. 

When Jesus told the parable, he did not mean to 
separate two groups of people, rather the heart of the 
parable of the weeds and the wheat is the note of 
pa0ence.  

Take Sme to recall the parable of God’s Kingdom 
(MaLhew 13: 31- 35).  

• The parable of the mustard seed- the birds 
wait for the Sny mustard seed to grow into a 
large shrub.  

• The parable of the yeast-the woman baking 
bread, she must wait for the yeast to spread 
its way through the dough unSl the whole loaf 
is leavened.  

These parables are all about waiSng and paSence. 

If you were in the audience and you were one of the 
sinners according to Jewish tradiSon, such as a woman 
with the issue of blood or a group of Lepers, and you 
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are listening to Jesus’ teaching: what would your 
reacSon be?  

In this sense, who would be the people need to hear 
Jesus’ invitaSon today?  

I have a few challenging quesSons from Good 
Companions:  

• As Jesus died in his 30s, does he know the 
pain of the elderly people in the modern 
society, especially during this pandemic? 

• Why did God take my child away, not me? 
• There are too many people are suffering right 

now. I do not know where to start and how to 
pray.  

There are many people among us and within the 
community who have many quesSons, and who are 
suffering. In our history, we have had the worst 
epidemics and pandemics, such as plague in the Middle 
Ages, the black death, several Flu pandemics, Swine Flu 
and Ebola epidemic. Moreover, there are many hard 
realiSes of living in this world, such as diseases, 
famines, wars and natural disasters. 

Times like this remind us that we are sSll fragile mortals 
living in a fallen world, so some of you may have a 
quesSon deep in your heart, why doesn’t God do 
something? 

When we read the judgement scenes in the Bible like 
today’s parable (v42 they will throw them into the 
blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth), we read it too easily about evildoers 
being thrown into a burning fiery furnace, and we fail to 
see the message behind it. 

In fact, the parable of the weeds and the wheat leads us 
to focus on who God is. God didn’t and doesn’t enjoy 
the sight of a cornfield with weeds all over the place. 
But nor does he enjoy the thought of declaring harvest 
Sme too soon. God himself shows us his paSence. God 
delaying his final judgement can someSmes look like 
that God is inacSve or uncaring. However, it is 
highlighSng God’s paSence.  

Throughout Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom, God 
shows us his compassion, delaying his judgement so 
that more people could be saved at the end. In other 
words, God calls us for his good work and Jesus taught 
us how to build the Kingdom of God on earth through 
the way of Cross, and he even sent the Holy Spirit to 
dwell among us and help us.  

We sSll live in this unfinished global pandemic, and we 
have faced hardships such as the economy being 
disrupted, businesses closing, the community being 

divided by racism, food being scarce and the church 
buildings becoming empSed.  

At the same Sme, we are living in the day of God’s 
grace. God calls us to live and grow in this world. Our 
calling is to engage with the world. We should embrace 
this world and live within it to open the window to 
allow God’s Holy Spirit to flow into our hearts, 
relaSonships and social systems. St AugusSne 
commenSng on the parable noted, those who are 
weeds today may be wheat tomorrow. Certainly, I can 
confess that I was lost, but now I am found!  

Therefore, here is our role for the Kingdom of God: N.T. 
Wright explains that Jesus’ invitaSon to us in this 
unseLled world is not like people in a dark room 
wondering if anyone will come with a lighted candle, 
rather it is Jesus stretching his hands out to us first and 
walking with us for the full brightness of midday. And 
he teaches us how to stretch our hands to others as he 
did for us.  

Therefore, here is our prayer to the Lord:  
Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely on your 
faithfulness; give me undivided heart, that I may fear 
your name. I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my 
heart; I will glorify your name forever! (Psalm 86: 11-12) 
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