
 

Luke 2:22-40 
New International Version 
Jesus Presented in the Temple 

22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”[a]), 24 and 

to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”[b] 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen 

the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 

for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

    you may now dismiss[c] your servant in peace. 

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

31 
    which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so 
that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.[d] She never left the temple but 
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth.  
 
40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 

Family of Faith. 

Mary & Joseph were a family of Faith. They obeyed the Law of the Lord, - they obeyed God. They 
had received the Holy Spirit openly and obeyed the messages that God had given. The Angels of God 
had come along too they were heard and Mry and Joseph had obeyed their messages from God.. 
Mary and Joseph had received strange visitors – shepherds that God had sent, they had been told 
they were to see the Christ Child – the Messiah. 



Matthew’s Gospel also tells us of the visit of the Magi – the wise men from the East further visitors 
instructed to visit and honour the baby Jesus. 

Now was the time to present the baby – the firstborn - to God according the Law of Moses given to 
the Tribe of Israel as they escaped from Egypt. ( Exodus chapter 13). 

On the day, God was behind this ceremony too. Mary did not just meet any old priest in the Temple 
Courts, no they met Simeon, who was righteous and devout. Simeon had been promised, by God, 
that he would meet the Messiah before he died. The Holy Spirit was upon him as he took the Babe in 
his arms to consecrate him to the Lord. 

I love those verses 29 to 32, lets read them again. 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 

This was a fulfilment of Simeon’s lifetime working in faith for God and in obedience to God. This was 
it! He was receiving the Messiah to present to God. It was not only a fulfilment of Simeon’s lifetime 
work, it was a fulfilment of what the old testament Prophets had foretold. 

He was seeing the gift of Salvation in this Child of God; 

Already, the witnesses of this gift of salvation by the tribe of Israel had taken place – the Shepherds 
who visited – well known Gossips turned into evangelists told everyone what they had witnessed; 

Also, the witness of this gift of salvation by the Gentiles – the Magi of the east. The Magi who were 
seekers of knowledge and understanding, thrying to make sense of Creation and reading of old 
manuscripts that lead them to Jesus. Seekers of faith.   

Enabled by the Holy Spirits’ gift of eloquent speech, Simeon pronounced Jesus as the light of 
revelation to the Gentiles and the redemption or glory to the People Israel. 

Mary and Joseph  marvelled at Simeon’s words, reflected on these words and perhaps expected that 
they their son would be the Leader of Israel, the Messiah that everyone wanted, getting rid of all 
these Romans and Greeks, freeing the people of Israel from tyranny. The redemption of Jerusalem. 

Simeon also had a word of warning- he gave a brief prophesy of how Jesus’ life would pan out also a 
warning that she will find sorrow and grief in all this: 

verses 33 – 35 tell ua of that warning prophesy. 

34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 



Mary and Joseph may not have fully understood these words.  

Now we have seen how Mary and Joseph had been a family of faith, 

Here we now see colleagues of faith.  

Simeon is joined by the Prophet Anna who is very old, was a widow and had devoted her life to living 
in the temple, worshiping, fasting, and praying. 

Anna thanked God, confirmed Simeon’s prophesy and by speaking to Mary and Joseph. It seems 
there may have been a little gathering around them by now of people of faith who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  

Our reading tells us that this was the fulfilment of Mary and Joseph’s fulfilment of the law and they 
returned to Nazareth. 

We are not told in great detail of Jesus’s childhood. However there are some details we need to 
know revealed in this passage: 

He grew and became strong, he was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.  
Important knowledge for us to understand as we read the Gospels. He was preparing for his tough 
ministry, persecution, the cruel cross of death and his resurrection. 

I think this was a lesson for Mary and Joseph, that faith in God is not a lonely experience. 

There were teams of Angels, teams of Shepherds, teams of wise Men , teams of faithful temple 
servants or colleagues in Simeon and Anna. 

Very inclusive and that is the way they brought Jesus up. To be part of the family of faith, to observe 
the Nazareth community, the Nazareth synagogue – listen, observe and learn the word of God and 
the teaching of the local priests. Plus of course he was blessed with the Grace of God. 

A lesson for us all in just 18 verses, take those verses from the Gospel of Luke 2:22-40. Read, observe 
and learn. Receive the Holy Spirit to develop your faith in the Messiah.  

May the Grace of God be with us all. Amen. 

 

 

 


